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NATIONAL COUNCIL AUDITIONS

The Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions program cultivates young opera 
singers and assists in the development of their careers. The Auditions are held annually 
in 39 districts and 12 regions of the United States, Canada, and Mexico—all administered 
by dedicated National Council members and volunteers. Winners of the region auditions 
advance to compete in the national semifinals. National finalists are then selected and 
compete in the Grand Finals Concert. During the 2020–21 season, the auditions are being 
held virtually via livestream. Singers compete for prize money and receive feedback from 
judges at all levels of the competition.

Many of the world’s greatest singers, among them Lawrence Brownlee, Anthony Roth 
Costanzo, Renée Fleming, Lisette Oropesa, Eric Owens, and Frederica von Stade, have won 
the Auditions. More than 100 former auditioners appear appear on the Met roster each season.

The National Council is grateful to its donors for prizes at the national level and to the Tobin 
Endowment for the Mrs. Edgar Tobin Award, given to each first-place region winner.

Support for this program is generously provided by the Charles H. Dyson National Council 
Audition Program Endowment Fund at the Metropolitan Opera.

EDUCATION FUND

Education Fund grants are available to contestants of the National Council Auditions who 
reach the semifinal round or further and demonstrate improved skills in a follow-up audition; 
each eligible contestant may be granted a total of up to $5,000 upon multiple hearings 
within three years from when the contestant competed in the National Council Semifinals.

To learn more about donating to the National Council Auditions or the Education Fund, 
please visit metopera.org/MONCSupport.



Jacinta Barbachano 
De Agüero

Luisa Mordel 

Jorge Espino

Valeria Vázquez

Sofía Garza Alejandro Luévanos Jennifer Mariel

Cory McGee

Daniel Gallegos Ricardo Garcia Angel Raii Gomez Emily Treigle 

SINGERS

MEXICO DISTRICT

NEW ORLEANS & PUERTO RICO DISTRICT

Andres Acosta Moriah Berry Megan Graves Emily Kern

HOUSTON DISTRICT

MEXICO DISTRICT
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JORGE ESPINO, BARITONE, 29 MEXICO CITY, MEXICO 
Rivolgete a lui lo sguardo COSÌ FAN TUTTE Mozart 
Per me giunto DON CARLO Verdi 
Vy mne pisali EUGENE ONEGIN Tchaikovsky 
È sogno? O realtà? FALSTAFF Verdi 

JACINTA BARBACHANO DE AGÜERO , SOPRANO, 28 MEXICO CITY, MEXICO 
Ach, ich fühl’s DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE Mozart 
Divinités du Styx ALCESTE Gluck 
Sombre forêt GUILLAUME TELL Rossini 
Sul fil d'un soffio etesio FALSTAFF Verdi 

RICARDO GARCIA, TENOR, 28 HAYWARD, CA 
Salut! demeure chaste et pure FAUST Gounod 
Parigi è la città dei desideri LA RONDINE Puccini 
Io già t'amai RODELINDA Handel 
De miei bollenti spiriti LA TRAVIATA Verdi 

LUISA MORDEL, SOPRANO, 26 MONTERREY, MEXICO 
Amour, ranime mon courage ROMÉO ET JULIETTE Gounod 
Havvi un Dio che in sua clemenza MARIA DI ROHAN Donizetti 
Depuis le jour LOUISE Charpentier 
Eccomi in lieta vesta...Oh! quante volte I CAPULETI E I MONTECCHI Bellini 

MEGAN GRAVES, MEZZO-SOPRANO, 23 HASLET, TX 
Cruda sorte L’ITALIANA IN ALGERI Rossini 
Connais-tu le pays? MIGNON Thomas 
I bought this suitcase in New York FLIGHT Dove 
When I am laid in earth DIDO AND AENEAS Purcell 

MORIAH BERRY, SOPRANO, 28 ATLANTA GA 
Ah, non credea mirarti...Ah, non giunge LA SONNAMBULA Bellini 
Je suis encore tout étourdie MANON Massenet 
My darling Jim GLORY DENIED Cipullo 
Robert, toi que j'aime ROBERT LE DIABLE Meyerbeer 
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ANGEL RAII GOMEZ, TENOR, 22 MCALLEN, TX 
Ah! mes amis LA FILLE DU RÉGIMENT Donizetti 
Asile héréditaire…Amis, amis GUILLAUME TELL Rossini 
Fra poco a me ricovero LUCIA DI LAMMERMOOR Donizetti 
Ecco, ridente in cielo IL BARBIERE DI SIVIGLIA Rossini 

JENNIFER MARIEL, SOPRANO, 26 CANCÚN, MEXICO 
Dove sono LE NOZZE DI FIGARO Mozart 
Un bel dì vedremo MADAMA BUTTERFLY Puccini 
Song to the moon RUSALKA Dvořâk 
Stridono lassù PAGLIACCI Leoncavallo 

SOFÍA GARZA, SOPRANO, 24 MONTERREY, MEXICO 
Chi il bel sogno di Doretta LA RONDINE Puccini 
Eccomi in lieta vesta...Oh! quante volte I CAPULETI E I MONTECCHI Bellini 
Je dis que rien ne m'épouvante CARMEN Bizet 
Tu che di gel sei cinta TURANDOT Puccini 

ALEJANDRO LUÉVANOS, TENOR, 28 DURANGO, MEXICO 
Pourquoi me réveiller WERTHER Massenet 
Kuda, kuda EUGENE ONEGIN Tchaikovsky 
Quando le sere al placido LUISA MILLER Verdi 
Torna ai felici dì LE VILLI Puccini 

EMILY TREIGLE, MEZZO-SOPRANO, 22 NEW ORLEANS, LA 
Addio, o miei sospiri ORFEO ED EURIDICE Gluck 
Deh, per questo istante solo LA CLEMENZA DI TITO Mozart 
Allez, laissez-moi seul...Cœur sans amour CENDRILLON Massenet 
I bought this suitcase in New York FLIGHT Dove 

CORY MCGEE, BASS, 24 STAFFORD, VA 
Come dal ciel precipita MACBETH Verdi 
Madamina, il catalogo è questo DON GIOVANNI Mozart 
Ves’ tabor spit ALEKO Rachmaninoff 
Come, master THE RAKE'S PROGRESS Stravinsky 
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EMILY KERN, SOPRANO, 26 GRAPEVINE, TX 
Stridono lassù PAGLIACCI Leoncavallo 
Und ist kein Betrug in seinem Munde WOZZECK Berg 
I want magic! A STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE Previn 
Das war sehr gut, Mandryka ARABELLA R. Strauss 

DANIEL GALLEGOS, BARITONE, 28 CHIHUAHUA, MEXICO 
O vin, dissipe la tristesse HAMLET Thomas 
Mab, la reine des mensonges ROMÉO ET JULIETTE Gounod 
E fra quest'ansie PAGLIACCI Leoncavallo 
Vien, Leonora LA FAVORITA Donizetti 

VALERIA VÁZQUEZ, SOPRANO, 27 MONTERREY, MEXICO 
Pace, pace mio Dio LA FORZA DEL DESTINO Verdi 
Vissi d'arte TOSCA Puccini 
Dove sono LE NOZZE DI FIGARO Mozart 
Dich, teure Halle TANNHÄUSER Wagner 

ANDRES ACOSTA, TENOR, 28 MIAMI, FL 
Se all'impero LA CLEMENZA DI TITO Mozart 
Ah! lève-toi, soleil! ROMÉO ET JULIETTE Gounod 
Fra poco a me ricovero LUCIA DI LAMMERMOOR Donizetti 
Last night, how many? FELLOW TRAVELERS Spears 
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JUDGES  
 
PAUL HOPPER |  ASSOCIATE ARTISTIC ADMINISTRATOR, THE METROPOLITAN OPERA  

 

Paul Hopper serves as Associate Art ist ic Administrator at The Metropol itan Opera where he oversees 

the cast ing of support ing roles and al l  covers for roughly twenty-f ive productions per season. 

Previously,  he was the Assistant Art ist ic Director at Houston Grand Opera where he assisted in long 

term art ist ic planning and cast ing, managed special  art ist ic init iat ives,  and guided a var iety of 

audiences in learning more about opera, including numerous events in support of the company’s 

f i rst  Ring Cycle. As principal dramaturg for the company he worked closely with composers and 

l ibrett ists in the commissioning and development of new works and oversaw the supert i t les for al l  

productions. Passionate about redefining the perception of what opera is capable of achieving, Paul 

forged new working relat ionships with Houston Methodist Hospital ,  Museum of Fine Arts,  Houston, 

The Rothko Chapel,  and the Women’s Home. He has been a guest speaker at the OPERA America 

Conference, University of Houston, Houston Seminar,  Czech Center Houston, and the Houston-

Leipzig Sister City Associat ion. A graduate of the Eastman School of Music and the University of 

Houston, he previously held posit ions at the Santa Fe Opera and ADA Art ist  Management.  

 

 

 

MATTHEW HORNER |  EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT AND GLOBAL HEAD OF VOCAL, IMG ARTISTS  

 

Matthew Horner is  currently Senior Vice President and Director of the vocal divis ion of IMG Art ists,  

New York where he has worked since 2000. He has served as a judge for numerous vocal competit ions 

including the Metropol itan Opera National Counci l  (both Distr ict  and Regional levels) ,  Palm Beach 

Opera Competit ion, the McCammon Competit ion in Ft.  Worth, the Jui l l iard Honors Recital ,  the Al ice 

Tul ly Hal l  Debut Recital  Competit ion, the Joy in Singing Competit ion, and the Jenny Lind 

Competit ion. He presents regular classes and audit ion seminars at the Curt is Inst i tute of Music,  Yale 

University,  Mannes Col lege of Music,  Bard Col lege, the Canadian Opera Company, the Santa Fe 

Opera, the Sarasota Opera, and others.  He is a member of the Board of Directors of the George 

London Foundation for Singers and the advisory board of ASTRAL Art ist ic Services and served as 

Art ist ic Consultant to Palm Beach Opera.  

 

  



CHRISTINA SCHEPPELMANN | GENERAL DIRECTOR, SEATTLE OPERA 
 

Born in Hamburg, Germany, Christ ina Scheppelmann is the fourth General  Director to lead Seatt le 

Opera. 

 

As the Art ist ic Director General  at the Gran Teatre del Liceu in Barcelona, a posit ion she held from 

2015-2019, Scheppelmann was responsible for programming, cast ing, and overal l  art ist ic direct ion. 

 

Pr ior to that,  she was the f i rst  Director General  of the Royal Opera House Muscat (Oman),  the f i rst  

theater of i ts kind in the Gulf  Region, where her mission was to present high-qual i ty music,  opera, 

and dance from around the world. Under her leadership, ROHM establ ished an excel lent reputation 

as a cultural  dest inat ion in Oman and opened doors for international musical  and cultural  relat ions. 

 

 

PIANISTS  
 
ELISE AUERBACH 

MITCHEL CASAS 

REAGAN CASTEEL 

ANDRÉS DARTE 

VILLE ENCKELMANN 

MICHEAL ENSIGN 

JESSICA HALL 

KIRILL KUZMIN 

DIEGO LIZAOLA 

ALEJANDRO MIYAKI 

ALEX MUNGER 

ADAM NIELSEN 

BIN YU SANFORD 

ANDRÉS SARRE 

BETHANY SELF 

TED TAYLOR

 
 
SPECIAL THANKS 
 
VERONIKA ARKHANGEL 
REHEARSAL  DEPARTMENT D IRECTOR &  NAT IONAL COUNCIL  ASSOCIATE ,  THE  METROPOLITAN OPERA

 
 
IN MEMORIAM 
 
MRS. RUTH FALCON MEYER 
MET SOPRANO AND NEW ORLEANS NAT IVE 
 
MR. ROBERT J. POPE 
AMIC I  DONOR 
 
DR. WILLIAM TAYLOR 
FORMER GULF  COAST  REGION D IRECTOR 

 
  



GULF COAST REGION 
 
 
 
 

MRS. CHARLES L. DUPIN 
MRS. BRUCE A. GORDON 
CHAIRMEN 
 

MRS. ROYAL JUDSON MITCHELL, JR 
MR. DWAYNE O. LITTAUER 
DIRECTORS

PRESENTED BY AMICI     MRS. HARRY C. STAHEL  
PRES IDENT  

 
MR. MICHAEL HAROLD, ESQ. 
IMMEDIATE  PAST  PRES IDENT  

 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD  
 

MS .  SARA AUCOIN 

MRS .  PATR ICK  BREEDEN 

MRS .  A .  J .   CAPR ITTO 

MS.  KATHER INE  DETERMANN  

MRS .  GEORGE D .  FEE  I I I  

MS .  JACQUEL INE  GAMBLE  

MRS .  PETER  J .  IBERT  

MRS .  BETTE  H .  MARKS   

MS .  SONYA MOORE 

MRS .  THOMAS SANDS 

MS.  CONSTANCE COWART YOUNG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOUSTON DISTRICT AUDITIONS 
 

RHONDA SWEENEY 
DIRECTORS  

 

 

MEXICO DISTRICT AUDITIONS 
 
JOAN MITCHELL 
DIRECTOR 

 

OCTAVIO RIVAS 
ASSOCIATE  D IRECTOR &  S INGER L IA ISON 

AMICI ADVISORY BOARD  
 

MR .  WILL IAM C .  COE JR .  CHAIRMAN  
MRS.  CHARLES  BABINGTON 

MRS .  PENNY O’KREPK I  BRYANT 

MR.  J .  SCOTT CHOTIN JR .  

DR .  CHARLES  L .  DUP IN  

MR.  &  MRS .  ELROY ECKHARDT 

MR.  LEO L .  EHRHARDT JR .   

MRS .  V .  PR ICE  LEBLANC JR .  

MR.  KERN MAASS  

MRS .  DERMOT MCGLINCHEY 

DR .  EMEL  MIZE  

DR .  E .  QUINN PEEPER  

MRS .  AMY PFR IMMER 

MR.  J .  ROBERT  POPE 

MRS .  J .  TERRY  SEGURA 

MR.  HARRY  C .  STAHEL  

MR.  &  MRS .  THOMAS F .  WARD 

DR.  AYSEN YOUNG 

MR.  JOSEPH YOUNG JR .  

 
 

NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT AUDITIONS 
 
REBECCKA COE 
SUSAN MITCHELL 
DIRECTORS  
 

PUERTO RICO DISTRICT AUDITIONS 
 
ADA SOFÍA ESTEVES 
DIRECTOR 

 
 
 



AMICI DONORS 

 
 
$2000 
 
DR.  &  MRS .  CHARLES  L .  DUP IN  

in  memory  o f  MARY  &  JOHN SZOSTAK 
and  ROBERT  J .  POPE 

 
 
$1000 
 
MR .  WILL IAM C .  COE  
M GARVEY  
MR.  DWAYNE L ITTAUER  
MEL ISSA  &  BRUCE GORDON 
MONC MEXICO D ISTR ICT  
 
 

$750 
 
JO-ANN C IOL INE  ADAMS                                           
LEXUS  OF  NEW ORLEANS 
 g i ven  by  MR.  V  PR ICE  LEBLANC JR .  
MONC HOUSTON DISTR ICT  
 
 

$500 
 
HARRY  &  CLA IRE  STAHEL   
DR .  &  MRS .  CHARLES  L .  DUP IN  

in  memory  o f  DR .  WILL IAM TAYLOR  
MS .  PEGGY ROGERS   
DR .  ROBERT  WEILBACHER  
 
 
$400 
 
MR .  &  MRS .  ELROY ECKHARDT 
PH IL  &  ELEANOR STRAUB 
DEV IE  &  A .J .  FR IEDMAN  
 
 

$350  
 
MS .  CATHER INE  TREMAINE  
MS .  SALLEY  E .  R ICHARDS  
MR.  WILL IAM M.  LONG  
R .W.  CULVER ,  M .D .   
MERLE  &  TERRY  SEGURA  
 i n  memory  o f  LAUR I  ROSENBERG 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
$300 
 
MS.  CONSTANCE COWART YOUNG  
 
 
$250 
 
MR.  &  MRS .  ROYAL  JUDSON MITCHELL ,  JR .  
MS .  REBECCKA COE 
MR.  &  MRS .  M .  K IMBALL  SCHLAFLY   
 
 
$200 
 
MR.  &  MRS .  A .J .  CAPR ITO  
DR .  RAQUEL  CORT INA 
 in  memory  o f  RUTH FALCON MEYER 
MR,  EDWARD F  MART IN     
BARBARA &  TOM SANDS  
MR,  ROBERT  E .  LEAKE ,  JR .  

i n  memory  o f  JOHN GEHL  
 
 
$150 
 
MRS .  FREDER ICK  W.  CHR IST IAN  
MRS .  FRANK J .  RAB ITO  
M.  BROWN 

in  memory  o f  THE  REV .  H ILL  R IDDLE  
 
 
$100 
 
MR .  &  MRS .  JACK G .  BRYANT 
MR.  WILL IAM DREZDZON 

in  memory  o f  ANITA  S IKES  DREZDZON 
MS.  JACQUEL INE  GAMBLE   
MR.  KNOWLES  FRENCH,  JR .    
DR .  &  MRS .  DAV ID  EARL  S IMMONS 

in  memory  o f  ELS IE  &  V .L  DUFFEL   
DR .  &  MRS .  THOMAS M.  IRWIN,  JR .   
MS .  EL IZABETH MAHORNER LANDIS   
MR.  &  MRS .  JOHN H.   RYAN   
 in memory of MR. & MRS. EDWARD JOHN HAECKER 
JERRY  &R ITA  SATAWA  
 
 

$50 
 
MR .  &  MRS .  ALFRED.  STACEY  IV   
MR .  THOMAS WARD  
 
 



LEADERSHIP FOR THE 2020–21 SEASON

Regional Chairpersons

David O’Connor
central

Lara Marcon
Stefanie VanSteelandt
eastern

Diane Dupin
Melissa Gordon
gulf coast

Barbara and Ronald Glass
Mary Susman and Tom Herm
midwest

Pauline Ho Bynum
new england

Clint Singley
northwest

Stephen Dilts
rocky mountain

Randall Romig
southeast

Connie Fullmer
Jimmy Longoria
upper midwest

Molly Siefert
Marianne Grant
western

District Directors

Kimberley Smith
arizona

Martin and Melissa Thoma
arkansas

Bob Eastman
boston

Leah Wietig
buffalo-toronto

Karen Mohr
colorado-wyoming

Robin Valovich
connecticut

Swantje Knye-Levin
Joan Travis
florida

Alexis Lundy
Jason Meeks
georgia

Rhonda Sweeney
houston

Diana Livingston Friedley
idaho-montana

Jason Pompeii
illinois

Sara Compton
Donald Simonson
iowa

Melinda J. Cannady
Dr. Wilma B. Wilcox
kansas city

Cacey Nardolillo
kentucky

Karen Gottlieb
Laurel Howat
Susan Malinowski
los angeles

Joan Mitchell
mexico

Theodore Fellenbaum
Barbara Wiltsie
michigan

Laura Franz
Adrienne Dickson
nebraska

Royce Blackburn
Louise Pinkerton
north dakota–manitoba

Rebeccka Coe
Susan Mitchell
new orleans

Lara Marcon
Stefanie VanSteelandt
new york

Steven LaCosse
Leslie Paliyenko
north carolina

Annette Condeluci
Christopher Scott
pittsburgh

Ada Sofia Esteves
puerto rico

Kate Thickstun
Joan Henkelman
san diego

Fred Dear
Patty Doherty
Michele Patzakis
Khori Dastoor (Consultant)
san francisco

Bettie and Van Edwards
south carolina

Jocelynne McCall
Jan Simpson
tennessee

Kathleen and Leonard Pataki
tulsa

Julie McBeth
Carol and Gunter Radinger
utah

Maxine Levy
washington

Nicolas Krusek
western canada

Lisa Hanson
wisconsin



THANK YOU TO OUR NATIONAL COUNCIL MEMBERS AND CONTRIBUTORS

Ms. Jo-Ann C. Adams
Dr. Joan T. Ades
Mr. and Ms. Alan Agle
Mr. Donald J. and Dr. Marie Z. Amoruso
Mrs. Susan K. Appel
Mr. R. J. Barnett
Mr. Norton Belknap
Mrs. Jane C. Bergner
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Braddock
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Brauer
Dr. and Mrs. Harmar Brereton
Mrs. Sara Brewster
Mr. Roger E. Burke
Mrs. Pauline H. Bynum
Mr. Arthur B. Casper
Mrs. Eleanor N. Caulkins
Mr. Ellis Chernoff
Mr. Theodore Chu
Ms. Emily Cornelius
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Craven
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Crawford
Mr. and Mrs. Ross Dacal
Mrs. Julia W. Dayton
Mr. Frederick L. Dear
Dr. Stephen Dilts
Mrs. Carol E. Domina
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis H. Dunn
Dr. and Mrs. Charles L. Dupin
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Edge
Ms. Suzanne B. Engel
Dr. Theodore L. Fellenbaum
Mrs. Marina Kellen French
Ms. Connie Fullmer
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald R. Glass
Mr. and Mrs. Harry S. Glaze
Mrs. Lynn C. Goldberg
Ms. Beth A. Goodman
Ms. Melissa Gordon
Mr. Christopher T. Clark
Ms. Marianne Grant
Dr. Veronika Grimm-Matthews
Dr. and Mrs. Randolph Guthrie
Mrs. Charles Henkelmann
Mr. Thomas Herm and Ms. Mary Susman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hobart
Mr. and Mrs. James Houston
Mrs. Margaret Talmadge Howell

Ms. Lily Hsieh
Ms. Judith T. Hunt
Mr. and Mrs. William Jagoda
Mr. Jeffrey Jansen
Dr. and Mrs. Waine C. Johnson
Mr. Michael Kalkstein
Mr. John Kander
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick J. Kennedy
Dr. Karen and Mr. Kevin Kennedy
Mrs. Leona Kern
Ms. Injoa Kim
Dr. Richard Klein
Ms. Swantje Knye-Levin
Mr. Daniel Kopti
Mr. Thomas F. Kranz
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis W. LaBarre
Mrs. Dominique F. Laffont
Mr. Fernand Lamesch
Mrs. Walter J. Laughery, Jr.
Dr. Edward D. Levy, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Lightdale
Ms. Susan Malinowski
Mr. and Mrs. Jack McDowell
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Michaels
Mr. Paul Hart Miller
Ms. Joan Mitchell
MONC St. Louis District
Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Oelsner
Ms. Lisette Oropesa
Mrs. Constance V. Pathy
Mr. and Ms. Lawrence T. Perera
Dr. and Mrs. Macon Phillips Jr.
Prof. Lisa A. Raskin
Dr. & Mrs. Jonathan M. Raskin
Dr. and Mrs. Cornelius Rosse
Mr. Milton B. Rubin
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Rustin Jr
Mrs. Christine F. Saurel
Dr. and Mrs. Frank Sharbrough
Ms. Louise Shouse
Ms. Martha Siefert
Ms. Katherine Simmons
Mr. Clint Singley
Ms. Kimberley Smith
Ms. Dorothy Smith
Mrs. Hope G. Smith
Mrs. Charles F. Smithers

Ms. Anne Solomon
Mrs. William F. Sondericker
Mr. David Spiro
Ms. Rhonda Sweeney
Mrs. Beatrice B. Taplin
Mrs. Eva Tausig
Ms. Martha J. Taylor
Mrs. Douglas Dockery Thomas
Mrs. George J. Towne
Ms. Joan Travis
Mr. and Mrs. John VanScoyoc
Dr. Wilma B. Wilcox
Dr. Judith G. Wolf
Dr. and Mrs. Timothy Young
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Zimmerman


