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National Semifinals  
Sunday, May 9, 2021

Grand Finals Concert   
Sunday, May 16, 2021

The Semifinals and Grand Finals are 

currently scheduled to take place at 

the Met. We are closely monitoring 

the COVID-19 pandemic and will make 

alternate arrangements in compliance 

with any and all necessary safety and 

health regulations in place during the 

spring of 2021.

For up to date auditions results, alumni 

news, and other general information, 

follow @MONCAuditions on Facebook 

and Instagram.

NATIONAL COUNCIL AUDITIONS

The Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions program cultivates young opera 
singers and assists in the development of their careers. The Auditions are held annually 
in 39 districts and 12 regions of the United States, Canada, and Mexico—all administered 
by dedicated National Council members and volunteers. Winners of the region auditions 
advance to compete in the national semifinals. National finalists are then selected and 
compete in the Grand Finals Concert. During the 2020–21 season, the auditions are being 
held virtually via livestream. Singers compete for prize money and receive feedback from 
judges at all levels of the competition.

Many of the world’s greatest singers, among them Lawrence Brownlee, Anthony Roth 
Costanzo, Renée Fleming, Lisette Oropesa, Eric Owens, and Frederica von Stade, have won 
the Auditions. More than 100 former auditioners appear appear on the Met roster each season.

The National Council is grateful to its donors for prizes at the national level and to the Tobin 
Endowment for the Mrs. Edgar Tobin Award, given to each first-place region winner.

Support for this program is generously provided by the Charles H. Dyson National Council 
Audition Program Endowment Fund at the Metropolitan Opera.

EDUCATION FUND

Education Fund grants are available to contestants of the National Council Auditions who 
reach the semifinal round or further and demonstrate improved skills in a follow-up audition; 
each eligible contestant may be granted a total of up to $5,000 upon multiple hearings 
within three years from when the contestant competed in the National Council Semifinals.

To learn more about donating to the National Council Auditions or the Education Fund, 
please visit metopera.org/MONCSupport.
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MARGARET DALY, SOPRANO, 28 SAN LEANDRO, CA 

Comme autrefois LES PÊCHEURS DE PERLES Bizet 
Come scoglio COSÌ FAN TUTTE Mozart 
Have peace, Jo LITTLE WOMEN Adamo 
Sombre forêt GUILLAUME TELL Rossini 

LILA DUFY, SOPRANO, 28 COULOMMIERS, FRANCE 
En proie à la tristesse LE COMTE ORY Rossini 
O zittre nicht DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE Mozart 
Sul fil d’un soffio etesio FALSTAFF Verdi 
A vos jeux, mes amis HAMLET Thomas 

CHRISTOPHER CARBIN, BASS-BARITONE, 28 NORMAN, OK 

Sorge infausta una procella ORLANDO Handel 
Ves' tabor spit ALEKO Rachmaninoff 
O Isis und Osiris DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE Mozart 
Épouse quelque brave fille MANON Massenet 

JACOB BOWMAN, BARITONE, 25 AMBLER, PA 

È sogno? O realtà? FALSTAFF Verdi 
Se vuol ballare LE NOZZE DI FIGARO Mozart 
Bella siccome un angelo DON PASQUALE Donizetti 
Lakmé, ton doux regard se voile LAKMÉ Delibes 

SAANE AZIZA HALAHOLO, SOPRANO, 24 ORINDA, CA 
Injurious Hermia A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM Britten 
Je dis que rien ne m'épouvante CARMEN Bizet 
Se pietà di me non senti GIULIO CESARE Handel 
Nun eilt herbei DIE LUSTIGEN WEIBER VON WINDSOR Nicolai 

LUNGA ERIC HALAM, TENOR, 30 CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA 
Sì, ritrovarla io giuro LA CENERENTOLA Rossini 
Ah dov'è, dov'è il cimento? SEMIRAMIDE Rossini 
Ah! mes amis LA FILLE DU RÉGIMENT Donizetti 
Ich baue ganz DIE ENTFÜHRUNG AUS DEM SERAIL Mozart 
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MACKENZIE JACQUEMIN, SOPRANO, 23 CINCINNATI, OH 
Steal me, sweet thief THE OLD MAID AND THE THIEF Menotti 
Ach, ich fühl’s DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE Mozart 
Deh vieni, non tardar LE NOZZE DI FIGARO Mozart 
Eccomi in lieta vesta...Oh! quante volte I CAPULETI E I MONTECCHI Bellini 

WILFORD KELLY, BASS-BARITONE, 25 PLANTATION, FL 

Vi ravviso, o luoghi ameni LA SONNAMBULA Bellini 
Épouse quelque brave fille MANON Massenet 
I got plenty o’nuttin PORGY AND BESS Gershwin 
Del minacciar del vento OTTONE Handel 

SYDNEY KUCINE, SOPRANO, 25 PORTLAND, ME 

Eccomi in lieta vesta...Oh! quante volte I CAPULETI E I MONTECCHI Bellini 
Deh vieni, non tardar LE NOZZE DI FIGARO Mozart 
No word from Tom THE RAKE'S PROGRESS Stravinsky 
Je dis que rien ne m'épouvante CARMEN Bizet 

TSHILIDZI NDOU, BARITONE, 27 JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA 

Captain Ahab? I must speak with you MOBY-DICK Heggie 
Avant de quitter ces lieux FAUST Gounod 
Mein Sehnen, mein Wähnen DIE TOTE STADT Korngold 
Hai già vinta la causa LE NOZZE DI FIGARO Mozart 

MORGAN BALFOUR, SOPRANO, 28 BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA 
È gelosia quella tiranna SERSE Handel 
Deh vieni, non tardar LE NOZZE DI FIGARO Mozart 
Prendi, per me sei libero L'ELISIR D'AMORE Donizetti 
Par le rang...Salut à la France! LA FILLE DU REGIMENT Donizetti 

RAPHAELLA MEDINA, MEZZO-SOPRANO, 28 TALLAHASSEE, FL 

Parto, parto LA CLEMENZA DI TITO Mozart 
Va! laisse couler mes larmes WERTHER Massenet 
Una voce poco fa IL BARBIERE DI SIVIGLIA Rossini 
Per questa fiamma indomita ANNA BOLENA Donizetti 
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JENNIE OLIVIA, SOPRANO, 27 LOS ANGELES, CA 
Bel raggio lusinghier SEMIRAMIDE Rossini 
Ach, ich liebte DIE ENTFÜHRUNG AUS DEM SERAIL Mozart 
Robert, toi que j'aime ROBERT LE DIABLE Meyerbeer 
No word from Tom THE RAKE'S PROGRESS Stravinsky 

KYLE MILLER, BARITONE, 23 SAN FRANCISCO, CA 

Bella siccome un angelo DON PASQUALE Donizetti 
Lieben, Hassen, Hoffen, Zagen ARIADNE AUF NAXOS R. Strauss 
Mab, la reine des mensonges ROMÉO ET JULIETTE Gounod 
Rivolgete a lui lo sguardo COSÌ FAN TUTTE Mozart 

ELISA SUNSHINE, SOPRANO, 29 SAN CLEMENTE, CA 

Caro nome RIGOLETTO Verdi 
Presentation of the rose DER ROSENKAVALIER R. Strauss 
No word from Tom THE RAKE'S PROGRESS Stravinsky 
Quando m'en vo LA BOHÈME Puccini 

ALEXANDRA SANCHEZ, MEZZO-SOPRANO, 26 SAN ANTONIO, TX 

Non, non, non, vous n'avez jamais LES HUGUENOTS Meyerbeer 
Sein wir wieder gut ARIADNE AUF NAXOS R. Strauss 
Smanie implacabili COSÌ FAN TUTTE Mozart 
This journey DEAD MAN WALKING Heggie 

MICHAEL SKARKE, COUNTERTENOR, 24 LEAGUE CITY, TX 
Qual nave smarrita RADAMISTO Handel 
Welcome, wanderer…I know a bank A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM Britten 
Quella beltà ERCOLE SU'L TERMODONTE Vivaldi 
Che farò senza Euridice? ORFEO ED EURIDICE Gluck 

ELLEN LESLIE, SOPRANO, 29 SAN FRANCISCO, CA 

Presentation of the rose DER ROSENKAVALIER R. Strauss 
Robert, toi que j'aime ROBERT LE DIABLE Meyerbeer 
Take me back OUR TOWN Rorem 
Prendi, per me sei libero L'ELISIR D'AMORE Donizetti 
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HANNA SOCORRO, SOPRANO, 29 SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
Quando m'en vo LA BOHÈME Puccini 
Adieu, notre petite table MANON Massenet 
Addio del passato LA TRAVIATA Verdi 
Eccomi in lieta vesta...Oh! quante volte I CAPULETI E I MONTECCHI Bellini 

TIMOTHY MURRAY, BARITONE, 28 MILWAUKEE, WI 

Bella siccome un angelo DON PASQUALE Donizetti 
Kogda bï zhizn domashnim krugom EUGENE ONEGIN Tchaikovsky 
Hai già vinta la causa LE NOZZE DI FIGARO Mozart 
E fra quest'ansie PAGLIACCI Leoncavallo 

WHITNEY CAMPBELL, SOPRANO, 23 NEW ORLEANS, LA 

Sombre forêt GUILLAUME TELL Rossini 
Ma quando tornerai ALCINA Handel 
Roxana's song KRÓL ROGER Szymanowski 
Signore, ascolta TURANDOT Puccini 
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HEIDI MUNZINGER 
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ELLIS CHERNOFF 
FRED DEAR AND KEN GARLOCK 
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MARIANNE GRANT AND DAN SANDERS 
SUSAN AND FRANK MALINOWSKI 
MICHELE PATZAKIS D.M.A 
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NOTES FROM THE SAN FRANCISCO DISTRIST 
  
This season, we are very  proud that the Metropoli tan Opera National  Counci l was able to 

proceed with offer ing auditions for young artists around the globe when the major ity of 

opportunit ies and associated events – including other competitions -  were cancelled.   After 

many, many zoom meetings, the MONC leadership in Distr icts and Regions across the country 

determined that “in this of all  years”,  young talented operatic singers needed the opportunity 

to compete for awards AND experience the very unique aspect of the MONC audit ions – the 

pr iceless opportunity to meet with the judges and receive valuable feedback.  We congratulate 

everyone up and down the ladder of  our exceptional organizat ion for the vision and the effusive 

enthusiasm that contr ibuted to the success of these v irtual  audit ions in this peculiar year.  What’s 

at  the top of our wish l ist?  We are all  anx ious to return to the performance hal ls to bask in the 

knowledge that talented art ists in al l the classic disc ipl ines,  once again, have the opportunity to  

be gainfully employed.  And as volunteers, we look forward to embracing the continued good 

feel ings engendered being a valuable part  of the Metropol itan Opera National Counci l.  We 

eagerly await , making new MONC memories, in person, as we continue to pursue the al l-

important mission of identi fying and supporting young opera s ingers for the stages of  the world! 
 



LEADERSHIP FOR THE 2020–21 SEASON

Regional Chairpersons

David O’Connor
central

Lara Marcon
Stefanie VanSteelandt
eastern

Diane Dupin
Melissa Gordon
gulf coast

Barbara and Ronald Glass
Mary Susman and Tom Herm
midwest

Pauline Ho Bynum
new england

Clint Singley
northwest

Stephen Dilts
rocky mountain

Randall Romig
southeast

Connie Fullmer
Jimmy Longoria
upper midwest

Molly Siefert
Marianne Grant
western

District Directors

Kimberley Smith
arizona

Martin and Melissa Thoma
arkansas

Barbara and John VanScoyoc
boston

Leah Wietig
buffalo-toronto

Karen Mohr
colorado-wyoming

Robin Valovich
connecticut

Swantje Knye-Levin
Joan Travis
florida

Alexis Lundy
Jason Meeks
georgia

Rhonda Sweeney
houston

Diana Livingston Friedley
idaho-montana

Jason Pompeii
illinois

Sara Compton
Donald Simonson
iowa

Melinda J. Cannady
Dr. Wilma B. Wilcox
kansas city

Cacey Nardolillo
kentucky

Karen Gottlieb
Laurel Howat
Susan Malinowski
los angeles

Joan Mitchell
mexico

Theodore Fellenbaum
Barbara Wiltsie
michigan

Laura Franz
Adrienne Dickson
nebraska

Royce Blackburn
Louise Pinkerton
north dakota–manitoba

Rebeccka Coe
Susan Mitchell
new orleans

Lara Marcon
Stefanie VanSteelandt
new york

Steven LaCosse
Leslie Paliyenko
north carolina

Annette Condeluci
Christopher Scott
pittsburgh

Ada Sofia Esteves
puerto rico

Kate Thickstun
Joan Henkelman
san diego

Fred Dear
Patty Doherty
Michele Patzakis
Khori Dastoor (Consultant)
san francisco

Bettie and Van Edwards
south carolina

Jocelynne McCall
Jan Simpson
tennessee

Kathleen and Leonard Pataki
tulsa

Julie McBeth
Carol and Gunter Radinger
utah

Maxine Levy
washington

Nicolas Krusek
western canada

Lisa Hanson
wisconsin



THANK YOU TO OUR NATIONAL COUNCIL MEMBERS AND CONTRIBUTORS

Ms. Jo-Ann C. Adams
Dr. Joan T. Ades
Mr. and Ms. Alan Agle
Mr. Donald J. and Dr. Marie Z. Amoruso
Mrs. Susan K. Appel
Mr. R. J. Barnett
Mr. Norton Belknap
Mrs. Jane C. Bergner
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Braddock
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Brauer
Dr. and Mrs. Harmar Brereton
Mrs. Sara Brewster
Mr. Roger E. Burke
Mrs. Pauline H. Bynum
Mr. Arthur B. Casper
Mrs. Eleanor N. Caulkins
Mr. Ellis Chernoff
Mr. Theodore Chu
Ms. Emily Cornelius
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Craven
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Crawford
Mr. and Mrs. Ross Dacal
Mrs. Julia W. Dayton
Mr. Frederick L. Dear
Dr. Stephen Dilts
Mrs. Carol E. Domina
Mr. & Mrs. Ross Dacal
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis H. Dunn
Dr. and Mrs. Charles L. Dupin
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Edge
Ms. Suzanne B. Engel
Dr. Theodore L. Fellenbaum
Mrs. Marina Kellen French
Ms. Connie Fullmer
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald R. Glass
Mr. and Mrs. Harry S. Glaze
Mrs. Lynn C. Goldberg
Ms. Beth A. Goodman
Ms. Melissa Gordon
Mr. Christopher T. Clark
Ms. Marianne Grant
Dr. Veronika Grimm-Matthews
Dr. and Mrs. Randolph Guthrie
Mrs. Charles Henkelmann
Mr. Thomas Herm
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hobart
Mr. and Mrs. James Houston

Mrs. Margaret Talmadge Howell
Ms. Lily Hsieh
Ms. Judith T. Hunt
Mr. and Mrs. William Jagoda
Dr. and Mrs. Waine C. Johnson
Mr. Michael Kalkstein
Mr. John Kander
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick J. Kennedy
Dr. Karen and Mr. Kevin Kennedy
Mrs. Leona Kern
Ms. Injoa Kim
Dr. Richard Klein
Ms. Swantje Knye-Levin
Mr. Daniel Kopti
Mr. Thomas F. Kranz
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis W. LaBarre
Mrs. Dominique F. Laffont
Mr. and Mrs. Fernand Lamesch
Mrs. Walter J. Laughery, Jr.
Dr. Edward D. Levy, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Lightdale
Ms. Susan Malinowski
Mr. and Mrs. Jack McDowell
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Michaels
Mr. Paul Hart Miller
Ms. Joan Mitchell
MONC St. Louis District
Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Oelsner
Ms. Lisette Oropesa
Mrs. Constance V. Pathy
Mr. and Ms. Lawrence T. Perera
Dr. and Mrs. Macon Phillips Jr.
Prof. Lisa A. Raskin
Dr. & Mrs. Jonathan M. Raskin
Dr. and Mrs. Cornelius Rosse
Mr. Milton B. Rubin
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Rustin Jr
Mrs. Christine F. Saurel
Dr. and Mrs. Frank Sharbrough
Ms. Louise Shouse
Ms. Martha Siefert
Ms. Katherine Simmons
Mr. Clint Singley
Ms. Kimberley Smith
Ms. Dorothy Smith
Mrs. Hope G. Smith
Mrs. Charles F. Smithers

Ms. Anne Solomon
Mrs. William F. Sondericker
Mr. David Spiro
Ms. Rhonda Sweeney
Mrs. Beatrice B. Taplin
Mrs. Eva Tausig
Ms. Martha J. Taylor
Mrs. Douglas Dockery Thomas
Mrs. George J. Towne
Ms. Joan Travis
Mr. and Mrs. John VanScoyoc
Dr. Wilma B. Wilcox
Dr. Judith G. Wolf
Dr. and Mrs. Timothy Young
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Zimmerman


