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administrator
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National Semifinals  
Sunday, May 9, 2021

Grand Finals Concert   
Sunday, May 16, 2021

The Semifinals and Grand Finals are 

currently scheduled to take place at 

the Met. We are closely monitoring 

the COVID-19 pandemic and will make 

alternate arrangements in compliance 

with any and all necessary safety and 

health regulations in place during the 

spring of 2021.

For up to date auditions results, alumni 

news, and other general information, 

follow @MONCAuditions on Facebook 

and Instagram.

NATIONAL COUNCIL AUDITIONS

The Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions program cultivates young opera 
singers and assists in the development of their careers. The Auditions are held annually 
in 39 districts and 12 regions of the United States, Canada, and Mexico—all administered 
by dedicated National Council members and volunteers. Winners of the region auditions 
advance to compete in the national semifinals. National finalists are then selected and 
compete in the Grand Finals Concert. During the 2020–21 season, the auditions are being 
held virtually via livestream. Singers compete for prize money and receive feedback from 
judges at all levels of the competition.

Many of the world’s greatest singers, among them Lawrence Brownlee, Anthony Roth 
Costanzo, Renée Fleming, Lisette Oropesa, Eric Owens, and Frederica von Stade, have won 
the Auditions. More than 100 former auditioners appear appear on the Met roster each season.

The National Council is grateful to its donors for prizes at the national level and to the Tobin 
Endowment for the Mrs. Edgar Tobin Award, given to each first-place region winner.

Support for this program is generously provided by the Charles H. Dyson National Council 
Audition Program Endowment Fund at the Metropolitan Opera.

EDUCATION FUND

Education Fund grants are available to contestants of the National Council Auditions who 
reach the semifinal round or further and demonstrate improved skills in a follow-up audition; 
each eligible contestant may be granted a total of up to $5,000 upon multiple hearings 
within three years from when the contestant competed in the National Council Semifinals.

To learn more about donating to the National Council Auditions or the Education Fund, 
please visit metopera.org/MONCSupport.
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CAITLIN ALOIA, SOPRANO, 23 DOYLESTOWN, PA 
Adieu, notre petite table MANON Massenet 
Deh vieni, non tardar LE NOZZE DI FIGARO Mozart 
Presentation of the rose DER ROSENKAVALIER R. Strauss 
Ach, ich fühl’s DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE Mozart 

ANDREA PINDER, SOPRANO, 28 MILWAUKEE, WI 
Dich, teure Halle TANNHÄUSER Wagner 
Tu che di gel sei cinta TURANDOT Puccini 
Il est doux, il est bon HÉRODIADE Massenet 
Porgi, amor LE NOZZE DI FIGARO Mozart 

WAYD ODLE, TENOR, 29 NORTH PLATTE, NE 
Tarquinius does not wait THE RAPE OF LUCRETIA Britten 
La fleur que tu m'avais jetée CARMEN Bizet 
Dies Bildnis ist bezaubernd schön DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE Mozart 
Addio, fiorito asil MADAMA BUTTERFLY Puccini 

GABRIEL WALKER, BARITONE, 27 HOUSTON, TX 
Aprite un po' quegli occhi LE NOZZE DI FIGARO Mozart 
Come, master THE RAKE'S PROGRESS Stravinsky 
Kogda bï zhizn domashnim krugom EUGENE ONEGIN Tchaikovsky 
Nel mondo e nell'abisso TAMERLANO Handel 

JOHANNA WILL, SOPRANO, 29 DRESDEN, GERMANY 
Pace, pace mio Dio LA FORZA DEL DESTINO Verdi 
Glück, das mir verblieb DIE TOTE STADT Korngold 
Leise, leise DER FREISCHÜTZ Weber 
Come scoglio COSI FAN TUTTE Mozart 

VIRGINIA SHEFFIELD, SOPRANO, 26 PITTSBURGH, PA 
Il est doux, il est bon HÉRODIADE Massenet 
Dich, teure Halle TANNHÄUSER Wagner 
Somehow I never could believe STREET SCENE Weill 
Tutte nel cor vi sento IDOMENEO Mozart 
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KATERINA MIDDELDORP, SOPRANO, 27 NORTHFIELD, MN 
Somehow I never could believe STREET SCENE Weill 
Come scoglio COSÌ FAN TUTTE Mozart 
Donde lieta uscì LA BOHÈME Puccini 
Nun eilt herbei DIE LUSTIGEN WEIBER VON WINDSOR Nicolai 

JIMIN PARK, BARITONE, 28 SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA 
Largo al factotum IL BARBIERE DI SIVIGLIA Rossini 
Mein Sehnen, mein Wähnen DIE TOTE STADT Korngold 
Avant de quitter ces lieux FAUST Gounod 
Do you know the land? LITTLE WOMEN Adamo 

CYNTHIA LÓPEZ PÉREZ, SOPRANO, 27 NEWARK, OH 
De mi amor KEOFAR Villanueva 
Chi il bel sogno di Doretta LA RONDINE Puccini 
Ach, ich fühl's DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE Mozart 
Furie terribili RINALDO Handel 

AARON JACOB KEENEY, BARITONE, 29 PHILADELPHIA, PA 
Uzhel ta samaya Tatiana EUGENE ONEGIN Tchaikovsky 
L'orage s'est calmé LES PÊCHEURS DE PERLES Bizet 
O! du mein holder Abendstern TANNHÄUSER Wagner 
Deh vieni alla finestra DON GIOVANNI Mozart 

MAKAYLA M. MCDONALD, SOPRANO, 27 WATERLOO, IA 
Ave Maria OTELLO Verdi 
Tu che di gel sei cinta TURANDOT Puccini 
To this we've come...Papers, papers! THE CONSUL Menotti 
Porgi, amor LE NOZZE DI FIGARO Mozart 

MATTHEW HRDLICKA, BARITONE, 22 WEST DES MOINES, IA 
Mein Sehnen, mein Wähnen DIE TOTE STADT Korngold 
Bella siccome un angelo DON PASQUALE Donizetti 
Lieben, Hassen, Hoffen, Zagen ARIADNE AUF NAXOS R. Strauss 
Papagena! Papagena! Papagena! DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE Mozart 
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EMMA DICKINSON, SOPRANO, 25 URBANDALE, IA 
Do not utter a word VANESSA Barber 
Uzh polnoch blizitsya THE QUEEN OF SPADES Tchaikovsky 
Il est doux, il est bon HÉRODIADE Massenet 
Non mi dir DON GIOVANNI Mozart 

SENHICA KLEE, TENOR, 30 KÜSEL, GERMANY 
Here I stand THE RAKE'S PROGRESS Stravinsky 
Tu vivi, e punito ARIODANTE Handel 
Outside this house VANESSA Barber 
Dalla sua pace DON GIOVANNI Mozart 

LEAH BRZYSKI, SOPRANO, 27 ROCHESTER HILLS, MI 
Ah! douce enfant CENDRILLON Massenet 
Presentation of the rose DER ROSENKAVALIER R. Strauss 
Care compagne LA SONNAMBULA Bellini 
Down you go FLIGHT Dove 

SHAINA MARTINEZ, SOPRANO, 27 GERMANTOWN, MD 
Non so le tetre immagini IL CORSARO Verdi 
Ah! je ris FAUST Gounod 
The trees on the mountain SUSANNAH Floyd 
Tanto amore segreto...tu che di gel sei cinta TURANDOT Puccini 

MANLI DENG, SOPRANO, 25 CHONGQING, CHINA 
Pleurez mes yeux LE CID Massenet 
Ah! je ris FAUST Gounod 
Signore, ascolta TURANDOT Puccini 
Ach, ich fühl’s DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE Mozart 

XIAOGE ZHANG, SOPRANO, 21 ZHENGZHOU, CHINA 
Ah, voi condur volete IL SIGNOR BRUSCHINO Rossini 
Caro nome RIGOLETTO Verdi 
Ombre légère DINORAH Meyerbeer 
Ah, ich fühl’s DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE Mozart 
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ALYSSA HOLLEY, SOPRANO, 26 PARMA, OH 
Come scoglio COSÌ FAN TUTTE Mozart 
Ain’t it a pretty night SUSANNAH Floyd 
Song to the moon RUSALKA Dvořák 
Klänge der Heimat DIE FLEDERMAUS J. Strauss 

SABINA BALSAMO, SOPRANO, 26 JEANNETTE, PA 
I know nothing EMMELINE Picker 
Embroidery in childhood PETER GRIMES Britten 
Tu che di gel sei cinta TURANDOT Puccini 
Donde lieta uscì LA BOHÈME Puccini 
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JUDGES  
 

WARD HOLMQUIST 
FORMER ART IST IC  D IRECTOR,  LYR IC  OPERA OF  KANSAS C ITY  

CEO,  HOLMQUIST  CONSULT ING,  LLC .  

 

ANTONY WALKER 
MUSIC  D IRECTOR,  P ITTSBURGH OPERA 

ART IST IC  D IRECTOR &  CONDUCTOR,  WASHINGTON CONCERT  OPERA 

 

SALLY WOLF 
VOICE  FACULTY ,  THE  ACADEMY OF VOCAL  ARTS  &  WESTMINSTER  CHOIR  COLLEGE 

 

 

JODI GOBLE 
MONC P IANIST  

 

 

 

VERONIKA ARKHANGEL 

HILARY LEY 
MONC STAFF  

 

CAROLINE BARCLIFT-HAYES 

KOREY BARRETT 

KAMEL BOUTROS 

TOM JABER 

CELESTE MARIE JOHNSON 

SAMUEL MARTIN 

JACOB NYDEGGER 

 

YUKIKO OBA 

ARTYOM PAK 

ALLEN PERRIELLO  

DAN F. SMITH 

SARAH THUNE 

ALLISON VOTH 

XIAOYANG ZHANG 
ADDIT IONAL  P IANISTS

  

IOWA DISTRICT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SARA COMPTON 
DONALD SIMONSON 
DIRECTORS 

 

JANET ALCORN  

RANDALL COMPTON  

RENATE DELLMANN  

ROBYN DENNIS  

PAUL FERRONE  

CAROLE HOROWITZ  

LESLIE KAWALER  

CYNTHIA MARTEN  

CINIAN ZHENG-DURBIN  
COMMITTEE

 



AWARDS  

 

GUANGYI R. ZHENG MEMORIAL AWARD 
sponsored by THE DURBIN-ZHENG FAMILY 

 

MARTHA-ELLEN TYE CAREER DEVELOPMENT AWARD 
sponsored by THE IOWA STATE CENTER 

 

IOWA DISTRICT AWARD 
 
 

CONTRIBUTORS AND SUPPORTERS 
 
PAUL FERRONE AND JANET ALCORN  
LINDA APPELGATE    
ACHILLES AND DILYS MORRIS AVRAAMIDE 
JIM BECKWITH     
ROGER AND KAY BERGER  
RANDY AND SARA COMPTON  
JAMES CORNETTE    
JOHN AND BARBARA CORTESIO     
DIETER AND RENATE DELLMANN   
SCOTT AND JANEAN DENHART  
KEVIN AND ROBYN DENNIS   
AMES CHAPTER-DES MOINES METRO OPERA GUILD  
DAVID DEVONIS  
PAUL AND CINIAN ZHENG DURBIN  
PEGGY FADEN   
JON FLEMING     
BRONWYN FRAME    
REINY AND MAUREEN FRIEDRICH    
CONNIE FULLMER AND JIMMY LONGORIA  
MARJORIE GOWDY    
DAVID AND HANNA GRADWOHL    
JOHN AND FAY HILL     
RUTH AND JAMES HILL     
CAROLE HOROWITZ    
RON AND SUSAN JACKSON   
STEVE AND LESLIE KAWALER    
BOB HAUG AND ANNE KIMBER    
DAN KNEPPER  
ROBERT L. LARSEN     
TIM WILSON AND HEIDI LEVINE  
LYNN LLOYD     
JANE LOHNES     
PAUL AND MARY ANN LUNDY   

 
NANCY AND BILL MAIN    
CYNTHIA MARTEN    
JEAN & DAVID MEEK     
JOSEPH AND MARY MERCHANT 
FRANK NOWASELL     
RANDI AND STEVE PETERS     
V.V. AND MARILU RAMAN  
ELLEN RASMUSSEN     
SUE & AL RAVENSCROFT     
KLAUS RUEDENBERG     
WALLACE SANDERS  
BARBARA AND PHILIP SCHENDEL    
CRAIG SHADUR     
BOB AND CHERIE SHRECK    
DONALD AND GAYE SIMONSON    
FRANCIS AND MARIANNE TODEY   
THOMAS WALSH JR.     
LINDA AND BERNIE WHITE    
STEPHEN WILLSON    
GLADY AND DAVID WINTER    
ANNA WOLC    
BARBARA ZIMANY 



LEADERSHIP FOR THE 2020–21 SEASON

Regional Chairpersons

David O’Connor
central

Lara Marcon
Stefanie VanSteelandt
eastern

Diane Dupin
Melissa Gordon
gulf coast

Barbara and Ronald Glass
Mary Susman and Tom Herm
midwest

Pauline Ho Bynum
new england

Clint Singley
northwest

Stephen Dilts
rocky mountain

Randall Romig
southeast

Connie Fullmer
Jimmy Longoria
upper midwest

Molly Siefert
Marianne Grant
western

District Directors

Kimberley Smith
arizona

Martin and Melissa Thoma
arkansas

Barbara and John VanScoyoc
boston

Leah Wietig
buffalo-toronto

Karen Mohr
colorado-wyoming

Robin Valovich
connecticut

Swantje Knye-Levin
Joan Travis
florida

Alexis Lundy
Jason Meeks
georgia

Rhonda Sweeney
houston

Diana Livingston Friedley
idaho-montana

Jason Pompeii
illinois

Sara Compton
Donald Simonson
iowa

Melinda J. Cannady
Dr. Wilma B. Wilcox
kansas city

Cacey Nardolillo
kentucky

Karen Gottlieb
Laurel Howat
Susan Malinowski
los angeles

Joan Mitchell
mexico

Theodore Fellenbaum
Barbara Wiltsie
michigan

Laura Franz
Adrienne Dickson
nebraska

Royce Blackburn
Louise Pinkerton
north dakota–manitoba

Rebeccka Coe
Susan Mitchell
new orleans

Lara Marcon
Stefanie VanSteelandt
new york

Steven LaCosse
Leslie Paliyenko
north carolina

Annette Condeluci
Christopher Scott
pittsburgh

Ada Sofia Esteves
puerto rico

Kate Thickstun
Joan Henkelman
san diego

Fred Dear
Patty Doherty
Michele Patzakis
Khori Dastoor (Consultant)
san francisco

Bettie and Van Edwards
south carolina

Jocelynne McCall
Jan Simpson
tennessee

Kathleen and Leonard Pataki
tulsa

Julie McBeth
Carol and Gunter Radinger
utah

Maxine Levy
washington

Nicolas Krusek
western canada

Lisa Hanson
wisconsin



THANK YOU TO OUR NATIONAL COUNCIL MEMBERS AND CONTRIBUTORS

Ms. Jo-Ann C. Adams
Dr. Joan T. Ades
Mr. and Ms. Alan Agle
Mr. Donald J. and Dr. Marie Z. Amoruso
Mrs. Susan K. Appel
Mr. R. J. Barnett
Mr. Norton Belknap
Mrs. Jane C. Bergner
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Braddock
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Brauer
Dr. and Mrs. Harmar Brereton
Mrs. Sara Brewster
Mr. Roger E. Burke
Mrs. Pauline H. Bynum
Mr. Arthur B. Casper
Mrs. Eleanor N. Caulkins
Mr. Ellis Chernoff
Mr. Theodore Chu
Ms. Emily Cornelius
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Craven
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Crawford
Mr. and Mrs. Ross Dacal
Mrs. Julia W. Dayton
Mr. Frederick L. Dear
Dr. Stephen Dilts
Mrs. Carol E. Domina
Mr. & Mrs. Ross Dacal
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis H. Dunn
Dr. and Mrs. Charles L. Dupin
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Edge
Ms. Suzanne B. Engel
Dr. Theodore L. Fellenbaum
Mrs. Marina Kellen French
Ms. Connie Fullmer
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald R. Glass
Mr. and Mrs. Harry S. Glaze
Mrs. Lynn C. Goldberg
Ms. Beth A. Goodman
Ms. Melissa Gordon
Mr. Christopher T. Clark
Ms. Marianne Grant
Dr. Veronika Grimm-Matthews
Dr. and Mrs. Randolph Guthrie
Mrs. Charles Henkelmann
Mr. Thomas Herm
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hobart
Mr. and Mrs. James Houston

Mrs. Margaret Talmadge Howell
Ms. Lily Hsieh
Ms. Judith T. Hunt
Mr. and Mrs. William Jagoda
Dr. and Mrs. Waine C. Johnson
Mr. Michael Kalkstein
Mr. John Kander
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick J. Kennedy
Dr. Karen and Mr. Kevin Kennedy
Mrs. Leona Kern
Ms. Injoa Kim
Dr. Richard Klein
Ms. Swantje Knye-Levin
Mr. Daniel Kopti
Mr. Thomas F. Kranz
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis W. LaBarre
Mrs. Dominique F. Laffont
Mr. and Mrs. Fernand Lamesch
Mrs. Walter J. Laughery, Jr.
Dr. Edward D. Levy, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Lightdale
Ms. Susan Malinowski
Mr. and Mrs. Jack McDowell
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Michaels
Mr. Paul Hart Miller
Ms. Joan Mitchell
MONC St. Louis District
Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Oelsner
Ms. Lisette Oropesa
Mrs. Constance V. Pathy
Mr. and Ms. Lawrence T. Perera
Dr. and Mrs. Macon Phillips Jr.
Prof. Lisa A. Raskin
Dr. & Mrs. Jonathan M. Raskin
Dr. and Mrs. Cornelius Rosse
Mr. Milton B. Rubin
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Rustin Jr
Mrs. Christine F. Saurel
Dr. and Mrs. Frank Sharbrough
Ms. Louise Shouse
Ms. Martha Siefert
Ms. Katherine Simmons
Mr. Clint Singley
Ms. Kimberley Smith
Ms. Dorothy Smith
Mrs. Hope G. Smith
Mrs. Charles F. Smithers

Ms. Anne Solomon
Mrs. William F. Sondericker
Mr. David Spiro
Ms. Rhonda Sweeney
Mrs. Beatrice B. Taplin
Mrs. Eva Tausig
Ms. Martha J. Taylor
Mrs. Douglas Dockery Thomas
Mrs. George J. Towne
Ms. Joan Travis
Mr. and Mrs. John VanScoyoc
Dr. Wilma B. Wilcox
Dr. Judith G. Wolf
Dr. and Mrs. Timothy Young
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Zimmerman


