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National Semifinals  
Sunday, May 9, 2021

Grand Finals Concert   
Sunday, May 16, 2021

The Semifinals and Grand Finals are 

currently scheduled to take place at 

the Met. We are closely monitoring 

the COVID-19 pandemic and will make 

alternate arrangements in compliance 

with any and all necessary safety and 

health regulations in place during the 

spring of 2021.

For up to date auditions results, alumni 

news, and other general information, 

follow @MONCAuditions on Facebook 

and Instagram.

NATIONAL COUNCIL AUDITIONS

The Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions program cultivates young opera 
singers and assists in the development of their careers. The Auditions are held annually 
in 39 districts and 12 regions of the United States, Canada, and Mexico—all administered 
by dedicated National Council members and volunteers. Winners of the region auditions 
advance to compete in the national semifinals. National finalists are then selected and 
compete in the Grand Finals Concert. During the 2020–21 season, the auditions are being 
held virtually via livestream. Singers compete for prize money and receive feedback from 
judges at all levels of the competition.

Many of the world’s greatest singers, among them Lawrence Brownlee, Anthony Roth 
Costanzo, Renée Fleming, Lisette Oropesa, Eric Owens, and Frederica von Stade, have won 
the Auditions. More than 100 former auditioners appear appear on the Met roster each season.

The National Council is grateful to its donors for prizes at the national level and to the Tobin 
Endowment for the Mrs. Edgar Tobin Award, given to each first-place region winner.

Support for this program is generously provided by the Charles H. Dyson National Council 
Audition Program Endowment Fund at the Metropolitan Opera.

EDUCATION FUND

Education Fund grants are available to contestants of the National Council Auditions who 
reach the semifinal round or further and demonstrate improved skills in a follow-up audition; 
each eligible contestant may be granted a total of up to $5,000 upon multiple hearings 
within three years from when the contestant competed in the National Council Semifinals.

To learn more about donating to the National Council Auditions or the Education Fund, 
please visit metopera.org/MONCSupport.
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PERRY SOOK, BARITONE, 29 SOUTHLAKE, TX 

O Carlo, ascolta...Io morrò DON CARLO Verdi 
Look! Through the port BILLY BUDD Britten 
I dela nyet do moego suschestvovania! WAR AND PEACE Prokofiev 
Hai già vinta la causa LE NOZZE DI FIGARO Mozart 

MICAELA ALDRIDGE, MEZZO-SOPRANO, 26 MONTCLAIR, NJ 
Wie du warst DER ROSENKAVALIER R. Strauss 
Parto, parto LA CLEMENZA DI TITO Mozart 
Non più mesta LA CENERENTOLA Rossini 
Sgombra è la sacra selva...Deh! proteggimi NORMA Bellini 

ZACHARY BRYANT, BARITONE, 30 HOUSTON, TX 

Questo amor, vergogna mia EDGAR Puccini 
Rivolgete a lui lo sguardo COSÌ FAN TUTTE Mozart 
Captain Ahab? I must speak with you MOBY-DICK Heggie 
Da geh' ich zu Maxim DIE LUSTIGE WITWE Lehár 

MEGAN CALLAHAN, MEZZO-SOPRANO, 27 SEATTLE, WA 

Que fais-tu, blanche tourterelle? ROMÉO ET JULIETTE Gounod 
Smanie implacabili COSÌ FAN TUTTE Mozart 
Deh, per questo istante solo LA CLEMEMZA DI TITO Mozart 
Dear God, look into my heart ELMER GANTRY Aldridge 

BRYCE MCCLENDON, COUNTERTENOR, 27 GREENVILLE, SC 
Dawn, still darkness FLIGHT Dove 
Stille amare TOLOMEO Handel 
Vivi, tiranno RODELINDA Handel 
Welcome, wanderer...I know a bank A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM Britten 

EVAN JULIUS NELSON, BARITONE, 28 ALBANY, GA 
Pastor, friends GLORY DENIED Cipullo 
Ah! per sempre I PURITANI Bellini 
Lieben, Hassen, Hoffen, Zagen ARIADNE AUF NAXOS R. Strauss 
Donne mie la fate a tanti COSÌ FAN TUTTE Mozart 
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MURRELLA PARTON, SOPRANO, 29 SEYMOUR, TN 
Come scoglio COSÌ FAN TUTTE Mozart 
I want magic! A STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE Previn 
Non mi dir DON GIOVANNI Mozart 
Robert, toi que j'aime ROBERT LE DIABLE Meyerbeer 

OLIVIA ROMINIYI, SOPRANO, 26 VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 

Divinités du Styx ALCESTE Gluck 
Morrò, ma prima in grazia UN BALLO IN MASCHERA Verdi 
Vissi d'arte TOSCA Puccini 
Dich, teure Halle TANNHÄUSER Wagner 

JEMEESA YARBOROUGH, SOPRANO, 30 WINSTON-SALEM, NC 

Depuis le jour LOUISE Charpentier 
Ernani, Ernani involami ERNANI Verdi 
Tu che di gel sei cinta TURANDOT Puccini 
Klänge der Heimat DIE FLEDERMAUS J. Strauss 

KYLE WHITE, BARITONE, 26 BERKLEY, MI 

Largo al factotum IL BARBIERE DI SIVIGLIA Rossini 
Avant de quitter ces lieux FAUST Gounod 
News! NIXON IN CHINA Adams 
Kto mozhet sravnit'sia s Matil'doi moei IOLANTA Tchaikovsky 

KATHERINE ECKARD, MEZZO-SOPRANO, 27 WAKE FOREST, NC 
I bought this suitcase in New York FLIGHT Dove 
Wie du warst DER ROSENKAVALIER R. Strauss 
O mio Fernando LA FAVORITA Donizetti 
En vain pour éviter CARMEN Bizet 

GREER LYLE, SOPRANO, 25 CARROLLTON, GA 

Dove sono LE NOZZE DI FIGARO Mozart 
Depuis le jour LOUISE Charpentier 
¿Dónde estás Cristóbal? FLORENCIA EN EL AMAZONAS Catán 
Gde zhe ty, moy zhelanniy? THE ENCHANTRESS Tchaikovsky 
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JULIA SWAN LAIRD, SOPRANO, 26 RALEIGH, NC 
Je marche…Obéissons quand leur voix appelle MANON Massenet 
Caro nome RIGOLETTO Verdi 
Take me back OUR TOWN Rorem 
Da tempeste GIULIO CESARE Handel 

DORIAN MCCALL, BARITONE, 29 HOUSTON, TX 

Hai già vinta la causa LE NOZZE DI FIGARO Mozart 
Bella siccome un angelo DON PASQUALE Donizetti 
Avant de quitter ces lieux FAUST Gounod 
Mein Sehnen, mein Wähnen DIE TOTE STADT Korngold 

SYDNEY BAEDKE, SOPRANO, 26 MEDICINE HAT, AB 

Piangete voi...Al dolce guidami ANNA BOLENA Donizetti 
Porgi, amor LE NOZZE DI FIGARO Mozart 
Embroidery in childhood PETER GRIMES Britten 
Otchego eto prezhde ne znala IOLANTA Tchaikovsky 

NORAGH DEVLIN, MEZZO-SOPRANO, 29 CARLISLE, MA 

Da, chas nastal THE MAID OF ORLEANS Tchaikovsky 
Mon coeur s'ouvre à ta voix SAMSON ET DALILA Saint-Saëns 
Hurr, hopp, hopp, hopp HÄNSEL UND GRETEL Humperdinck 
Hence, hence, Iris, hence away! SEMELE Handel 

MARGARET ANN ZENTNER, SOPRANO, 24 MONROE, LA 
Di tante sue procelle IL RE PASTORE Mozart 
Adieu, notre petite table MANON Massenet 
Il primo ardor ARIODANTE Handel 
My darling Jim GLORY DENIED Cipullo 

LOGAN TANNER, COUNTERTENOR, 29 SAN ANGELO, TX 

Stille amare TOLOMEO Handel 
Welcome, wanderer…I know a bank A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM Britten 
Fammi combattere ORLANDO Handel 
Dove sei, amato bene? RODELINDA Handel 
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VICTORIA A. DAVIS, SOPRANO, 27 WASHINGTON, DC 
Non mi dir DON GIOVANNI Mozart 
Depuis le jour LOUISE Charpentier 
Do not utter a word VANESSA Barber 
Dich, teure Halle TANNHÄUSER Wagner 

JARRETT PORTER, BARITONE, 27 DENNISVILLE, NJ 

Kogda bï zhizn domashnim krugom EUGENE ONEGIN Tchaikovsky 
O! du mein holder Abendstern TANNHÄUSER Wagner 
Look! Through the port BILLY BUDD Britten 
Se vuol ballare LE NOZZE DI FIGARO Mozart 

EMILY SIAR, SOPRANO, 29 GREENSBORO, NC 

No word from Tom THE RAKE'S PROGRESS Stravinsky 
Non, Monsieur, mon mari LES MAMELLES DE TIRÉSIAS Poulenc 
Einst träumte meiner sel'gen Base DER FREISCHÜTZ Weber 
Deh vieni, non tardar LE NOZZE DI FIGARO Mozart 
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JUDGES  
 

DAN NOVAK 
RYAN OPERA CENTER  D IRECTOR,  LYR IC  OPERA OF CHICAGO  

 

DANIELLE ORLANDO 
MASTER  VOCAL  COACH,  ACADEMY OF VOCAL  ARTS  

 

MORRIS ROBINSON 
BASS  

ART IST IC  ADVISOR,  C INCINNATI  OPERA 

ART IST IC  ADVISORY  COUNSEL ,  ATLANTA OPERA 

 

 

 

ARLENE SHRUT 
MONC P IANIST  

 

JODI GOBLE 

JULIA HANNA 

IVAN JOVANOVIC 

KATHY KOZAK 

KIRILL KUZMIN 

JUSTINA LEE 

GERALD MARTIN MOORE 

YUKIKO OBA 

ANGELA VANSTORY WARD 
ADDIT IONAL  P IANISTS  

 

 

 

VERONIKA ARKHANGEL 

ANNMARIE ZITO 
MONC STAFF  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

NORTH CAROLINA DISTRICT 

 
 
 

LESLIE PALIYENKO 
DIRECTOR 

 

DR. STEVEN LACOSSE 
AUDIT IONS COORDINATOR

 

  



THE NORTH CAROLINA DISTRICT IS DEEPLY GRATEFUL TO THE FOLLOWING 
DONORS FOR THEIR CONTINUED SUPPORT AND COMMITMENT TO THE 
METROPOLITAN OPERA NATIONAL COUNCIL AUDITIONS: 
 
ANONYMOUS 
MELANIE AND JAMES ALEXANDER 
NELLE AND KENNETH BROWN 
CORNERCAP INVESTMENT COUNSEL 
REGINA FIEGEL 
RONALD AND PENNY HEWETT 
GUY H. HUGGINS AND 
WILLIAM CRAEMER 
JAMES MEENA 

DR. GWENDOLYN REICHBACH AND 
MR. MICHAEL FONZO 
LORRAINE AND JOHNIE ROBINSON 
SHERRY AND CHARLES RUMBOUGH 
WILLIAM AND MARY LOUISE RUSTIN, JR. 
ROSALIE SPANIEL 
DEWITT TIPTON 
HERBERT VERBESEY 
SUE AND JOE YOUNG 

 
 

NORTH CAROLINA DISTRICT AWARDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE RONALD L. PAYNE AWARD 
THE HUGGINS-CRAEMER AWARD 
THE RUSTIN FAMILY AWARD 
THE OPERA CAROLINA AWARD 
WINNER AWARDS 

 
THE TESS VERBESEY AWARD 
THE FRANCES SHAFTER AWARD 
THE NORTH CAROLINA AWARD 
THE LORRAINE HALE ROBINSON AWARD 
ENCOURAGEMENT AWARDS

 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
 

UNC-SCHOOL OF THE ARTS 
THE FLETCHER OPERA INSTITUTE 
SCOTT LEE 

 

Special thanks to Melissa Wegner, Brady Walsh, Veronika Arkhangel and their staff for 
their outstanding leadership, guidance, support and patience as we ventured into the 
uncharted territory of virtual auditions.  Without their superb planning and 
encouragement every step of the way, these auditions would not have been possible. 
And bravo to our singers who boldly adapted to this challenge and continue to inspire 
us with their talent. It is a privilege to be part of the Metropolitan Opera National 
Council Auditions and play a small role in discovering and supporting the careers of 
opera’s future stars. 

 
LESLIE PALIYENKO 
DIRECTOR 

 
DR. STEVEN LACOSSE 
AUDIT IONS COORDINATOR 

 



LEADERSHIP FOR THE 2020–21 SEASON

Regional Chairpersons

David O’Connor
central

Lara Marcon
Stefanie VanSteelandt
eastern

Diane Dupin
Melissa Gordon
gulf coast

Barbara and Ronald Glass
Mary Susman and Tom Herm
midwest

Pauline Ho Bynum
new england

Clint Singley
northwest

Stephen Dilts
rocky mountain

Randall Romig
southeast

Connie Fullmer
Jimmy Longoria
upper midwest

Molly Siefert
Marianne Grant
western

District Directors

Kimberley Smith
arizona

Martin and Melissa Thoma
arkansas

Barbara and John VanScoyoc
boston

Leah Wietig
buffalo-toronto

Karen Mohr
colorado-wyoming

Robin Valovich
connecticut

Swantje Knye-Levin
Joan Travis
florida

Alexis Lundy
Jason Meeks
georgia

Rhonda Sweeney
houston

Diana Livingston Friedley
idaho-montana

Jason Pompeii
illinois

Sara Compton
Donald Simonson
iowa

Melinda J. Cannady
Dr. Wilma B. Wilcox
kansas city

Cacey Nardolillo
kentucky

Karen Gottlieb
Laurel Howat
Susan Malinowski
los angeles

Joan Mitchell
mexico

Theodore Fellenbaum
Barbara Wiltsie
michigan

Laura Franz
Adrienne Dickson
nebraska

Royce Blackburn
Louise Pinkerton
north dakota–manitoba

Rebeccka Coe
Susan Mitchell
new orleans

Lara Marcon
Stefanie VanSteelandt
new york

Steven LaCosse
Leslie Paliyenko
north carolina

Annette Condeluci
Christopher Scott
pittsburgh

Ada Sofia Esteves
puerto rico

Kate Thickstun
Joan Henkelman
san diego

Fred Dear
Patty Doherty
Michele Patzakis
Khori Dastoor (Consultant)
san francisco

Bettie and Van Edwards
south carolina

Jocelynne McCall
Jan Simpson
tennessee

Kathleen and Leonard Pataki
tulsa

Julie McBeth
Carol and Gunter Radinger
utah

Maxine Levy
washington

Nicolas Krusek
western canada

Lisa Hanson
wisconsin



THANK YOU TO OUR NATIONAL COUNCIL MEMBERS AND CONTRIBUTORS

Ms. Jo-Ann C. Adams
Dr. Joan T. Ades
Mr. and Ms. Alan Agle
Mr. Donald J. and Dr. Marie Z. Amoruso
Mrs. Susan K. Appel
Mr. R. J. Barnett
Mr. Norton Belknap
Mrs. Jane C. Bergner
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Braddock
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Brauer
Dr. and Mrs. Harmar Brereton
Mrs. Sara Brewster
Mr. Roger E. Burke
Mrs. Pauline H. Bynum
Mr. Arthur B. Casper
Mrs. Eleanor N. Caulkins
Mr. Ellis Chernoff
Mr. Theodore Chu
Ms. Emily Cornelius
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Craven
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Crawford
Mr. and Mrs. Ross Dacal
Mrs. Julia W. Dayton
Mr. Frederick L. Dear
Dr. Stephen Dilts
Mrs. Carol E. Domina
Mr. & Mrs. Ross Dacal
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis H. Dunn
Dr. and Mrs. Charles L. Dupin
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Edge
Ms. Suzanne B. Engel
Dr. Theodore L. Fellenbaum
Mrs. Marina Kellen French
Ms. Connie Fullmer
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald R. Glass
Mr. and Mrs. Harry S. Glaze
Mrs. Lynn C. Goldberg
Ms. Beth A. Goodman
Ms. Melissa Gordon
Mr. Christopher T. Clark
Ms. Marianne Grant
Dr. Veronika Grimm-Matthews
Dr. and Mrs. Randolph Guthrie
Mrs. Charles Henkelmann
Mr. Thomas Herm
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hobart
Mr. and Mrs. James Houston

Mrs. Margaret Talmadge Howell
Ms. Lily Hsieh
Ms. Judith T. Hunt
Mr. and Mrs. William Jagoda
Dr. and Mrs. Waine C. Johnson
Mr. Michael Kalkstein
Mr. John Kander
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick J. Kennedy
Dr. Karen and Mr. Kevin Kennedy
Mrs. Leona Kern
Ms. Injoa Kim
Dr. Richard Klein
Ms. Swantje Knye-Levin
Mr. Daniel Kopti
Mr. Thomas F. Kranz
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis W. LaBarre
Mrs. Dominique F. Laffont
Mr. and Mrs. Fernand Lamesch
Mrs. Walter J. Laughery, Jr.
Dr. Edward D. Levy, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Lightdale
Ms. Susan Malinowski
Mr. and Mrs. Jack McDowell
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Michaels
Mr. Paul Hart Miller
Ms. Joan Mitchell
MONC St. Louis District
Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Oelsner
Ms. Lisette Oropesa
Mrs. Constance V. Pathy
Mr. and Ms. Lawrence T. Perera
Dr. and Mrs. Macon Phillips Jr.
Prof. Lisa A. Raskin
Dr. & Mrs. Jonathan M. Raskin
Dr. and Mrs. Cornelius Rosse
Mr. Milton B. Rubin
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Rustin Jr
Mrs. Christine F. Saurel
Dr. and Mrs. Frank Sharbrough
Ms. Louise Shouse
Ms. Martha Siefert
Ms. Katherine Simmons
Mr. Clint Singley
Ms. Kimberley Smith
Ms. Dorothy Smith
Mrs. Hope G. Smith
Mrs. Charles F. Smithers

Ms. Anne Solomon
Mrs. William F. Sondericker
Mr. David Spiro
Ms. Rhonda Sweeney
Mrs. Beatrice B. Taplin
Mrs. Eva Tausig
Ms. Martha J. Taylor
Mrs. Douglas Dockery Thomas
Mrs. George J. Towne
Ms. Joan Travis
Mr. and Mrs. John VanScoyoc
Dr. Wilma B. Wilcox
Dr. Judith G. Wolf
Dr. and Mrs. Timothy Young
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Zimmerman


