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CAMILLE LABARRE 
chairman

CAROL E. DOMINA 
president

MELISSA WEGNER 
executive director

BRADY WALSH 
administrator

LISETTE OROPESA 
national advisor

National Semifinals  
Sunday, May 9, 2021

Grand Finals Concert   
Sunday, May 16, 2021

The Semifinals and Grand Finals are 

currently scheduled to take place at 

the Met. We are closely monitoring 

the COVID-19 pandemic and will make 

alternate arrangements in compliance 

with any and all necessary safety and 

health regulations in place during the 

spring of 2021.

For up to date auditions results, alumni 

news, and other general information, 

follow @MONCAuditions on Facebook 

and Instagram.

NATIONAL COUNCIL AUDITIONS

The Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions program cultivates young opera 
singers and assists in the development of their careers. The Auditions are held annually 
in 39 districts and 12 regions of the United States, Canada, and Mexico—all administered 
by dedicated National Council members and volunteers. Winners of the region auditions 
advance to compete in the national semifinals. National finalists are then selected and 
compete in the Grand Finals Concert. During the 2020–21 season, the auditions are being 
held virtually via livestream. Singers compete for prize money and receive feedback from 
judges at all levels of the competition.

Many of the world’s greatest singers, among them Lawrence Brownlee, Anthony Roth 
Costanzo, Renée Fleming, Lisette Oropesa, Eric Owens, and Frederica von Stade, have won 
the Auditions. More than 100 former auditioners appear appear on the Met roster each season.

The National Council is grateful to its donors for prizes at the national level and to the Tobin 
Endowment for the Mrs. Edgar Tobin Award, given to each first-place region winner.

Support for this program is generously provided by the Charles H. Dyson National Council 
Audition Program Endowment Fund at the Metropolitan Opera.

EDUCATION FUND

Education Fund grants are available to contestants of the National Council Auditions who 
reach the semifinal round or further and demonstrate improved skills in a follow-up audition; 
each eligible contestant may be granted a total of up to $5,000 upon multiple hearings 
within three years from when the contestant competed in the National Council Semifinals.

To learn more about donating to the National Council Auditions or the Education Fund, 
please visit metopera.org/MONCSupport.



Alyssa Dessoye Laura Elena 
Fernández

Nicholas Kelliher Mikala Laws Yejin Lee

Maggie McGuire Ashley Nuñez Gloria Palermo Teresa Perrotta

Jacquelyn Pileckas Michael Anthony 
Rodriguez

Jose Simerilla 
Romero

Nicholas Skotzko Claire Tendl John Tibbetts Jose Vazquez

Sarah Kay Rogers Ashley Shalna Ekaterina Shelehova

SINGERS

Lucero del Mar 
Perez 



REPERTOIRE | JANUARY 17, 2021 
IN PERFORMANCE ORDER 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

ASHLEY SHALNA, SOPRANO, 24 TAMPA, FL 

The trees on the mountains SUSANNAH Floyd 
Tu che di gel sei cinta TURANDOT Puccini 
Depuis le jour LOUISE Charpentier 
Wo bin ich? HÄNSEL UND GRETEL Humperdinck 

CLAIRE TENDL, SOPRANO, 23 OVIEDO, FL 
Un bel dì vedremo MADAMA BUTTERFLY Puccini 
Je dis que rien ne m'épouvante CARMEN Bizet 
Dove sono LE NOZZE DI FIGARO Mozart 
Tacea la notte placida IL TROVATORE Verdi 

TERESA PERROTTA, SOPRANO, 25 ORLANDO, FL 

Amour, ranime mon courage ROMÉO ET JUILETTE Gounod 
Or sai chi l’onore DON GIOVANNI Mozart 
Ah, crudel il pianto mio RINALDO Handel 
The transport from Holland OUT OF DARKNESS Heggie 

MIKALA LAWS, SOPRANO, 23 JACKSONVILLE, FL 

Je dis que rien ne m'épouvante CARMEN Bizet 
My darling Jim GLORY DENIED Cipullo 
Ach, ich fühl's DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE Mozart 
Prendi, per me sei libero L'ELISIR D'AMORE Donizetti 

ASHLEY NUÑEZ, SOPRANO, 27 MIAMI, FL 
No word from Tom THE RAKE'S PROGRESS Stravinksy 
Ach, ich fühl's DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE Mozart 
Come scoglio COSÌ FAN TUTTE Mozart 
Je veux vivre ROMÉO ET JULIETTE Gounod 

LAURA ELENA FERNÁNDEZ, SOPRANO, 22 MIAMI, FL 
Deh vieni, non tardar LE NOZZE DI FIGARO Mozart 
Und ob die Wolke sie verhülle DER FREISCHÜTZ Weber 
Ah! je ris FAUST Gounod 
Song to the moon RUSALKA Dvořák 
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NICHOLAS KELLIHER, COUNTERTENOR, 25 BALDWIN, NY 
Dawn, still darkness FLIGHT Dove 
Furibondo spira il vento PARTENOPE Handel 
Vedrò con mio diletto GIUSTINO Vivaldi 
J’ai perdu mon Eurydice ORFÉE ET EURYDICE Gluck 

GLORIA PALERMO, MEZZO-SOPRANO, 27 COCOA, FL 

Cruda sorte L’ITALIANA IN ALGERI Rossini 
Waiting THE GREAT GATSBY Harbison 
Sta nell’Ircana ALCINA Handel 
Deh, per questo istante solo LA CLEMENZA DI TITO Mozart 

JOSE SIMERILLA ROMERO, TENOR, 25 BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA 

Salut! demeure chaste et pure FAUST Gounod 
Kuda, kuda EUGENE ONEGIN Tchaikovsky 
Una furtiva lagrima L’ELISIR D’AMORE Donizetti 
La mia letizia infondere I LOMBARDI Verdi 

YEJIN LEE, SOPRANO, 29 INCHOEN, SOUTH KOREA 

Qui la voce...Vien, diletto I PURITANI Bellini 
O zittre nicht DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE Mozart 
L'année en vain chasse l'année L'ENFANT PRODIGUE Debussy 
I want magic! A STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE Previn 

MAGGIE MCGUIRE, SOPRANO, 24 TUSCALOOSA, AL 

Caro nome RIGOLETTO Verdi 
Come, now a roundel A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM Britten 
Großmächtige Prinzessin ARIADNE AUF NAXOS R. Strauss 
Ah! douce enfant CENDRILLON Massenet 

JACQUELYN PILECKAS, MEZZO-SOPRANO, 25 VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 

Faites-lui mes aveux FAUST Gounod 
Chacun à son goût DIE FLEDERMAUS J. Strauss 
Smanie implacabili COSÌ FAN TUTTE Mozart 
Una voce poco fa IL BARBIERE DI SIVIGLIA Rossini 
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JOHN TIBBETTS, BARITONE, 30 TIFTON, GA 
Largo al factotum IL BARBIERE DI SIVIGLIA Rossini 
Look! Through the port BILLY BUDD Britten 
Hai già vinta la causa LE NOZZE DI FIGARO Mozart 
Papageno's suicide DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE Mozart 

LUCERO DEL MAR H. PEREZ, SOPRANO, 28 PONCE, PR 

Vissi d'arte TOSCA Puccini 
Klänge der Heimat DIE FLEDERMAUS J. Strauss 
Non mi dir DON GIOVANNI Mozart 
Je dis que rien ne m'épouvante CARMEN Bizet 

ALYSSA DESSOYE, SOPRANO, 27 LITHIA, FL 

Caro nome RIGOLETTO Verdi 
Je suis encore tout étourdie MANON Massenet 
Presentation of the rose DER ROSENKAVALIER R. Strauss 
No word from Tom THE RAKE’S PROGRESS Stravinsky 

MICHAEL ANTHONY RODRIGUEZ, TENOR, 24 MIAMI, FL 

Ah! fuyez, douce image MANON Massenet 
Fra poco a me ricovero LUCIA DI LAMMERMOOR Donizetti 
O wie ängstlich, o wie feurig DIE ENTFÜHRUNG AUS DEM SERAIL Mozart 
Una furtiva lagrima L’ELISIR D’AMORE Donizetti 

SARAH KAY ROGERS, SOPRANO, 23 BOYNTON BEACH, FL 

Dove sono LE NOZZE DI FIGARO Mozart 
Ah! je ris FAUST Gounod 
The trees on the mountains SUSANNAH Floyd 
Otchego eto prezhde ne znala IOLANTA Tchaikovsky 

JOSÉ VAZQUEZ, BARITONE, 26 MIAMI, FL 

Bella siccome un angelo DON PASQUALE Donizetti 
Papageno’s suicide DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE Mozart 
Avant de quitter ces lieux FAUST Gounod 
Sì, tra i ceppi BERENICE Handel 
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EKATERINA SHELEHOVA, SOPRANO, 25 HAMILTON, ON 
Ombre légère LE PARDON DE PLOËRMEL Meyerbeer 
O luce di quest'anima LINDA DI CHAMOUNIX Donizetti 
Ah, voi condur volete IL SIGNOR BRUSCHINO Rossini 
S podruzhkami po yagodu khodit THE SNOW MAIDEN Rimsky-Korsakov 
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JUDGES  
 

CLARE BUROVAC 
GENERAL  D IRECTOR,  NEW ORLEANS OPERA 

 

DAVID GATELY 
STAGE D IRECTOR 

D IRECTOR OF OPERA STUDIO,  TEXAS  CHRIST IAN UNIVERS ITY  

 

JORGE PARODI 
CONDUCTOR 

GENERAL  AND ART IST IC  D IRECTOR,  OPERA H ISPANICA 

 

 
CAROL ANDERSON 
MONC P IANIST  

 

MICHAEL BOROWITZ 

ANDREA DEVITO 

CODY MARTIN 

REGAN RUSSELL 
ADDIT IONAL  P IANISTS  

 

VERONIKA ARKHANGEL 
MONC STAFF  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

FLORIDA DISTRICT 

 
 
 

SWANTJE KNYE-LEVIN 
DIRECTOR 

 

JOAN TRAVIS 
AUDIT IONS MANAGER

 
 
DONORS 
 
ANGEL   ($1,000 AND ABOVE) 
 
ELLEN M.  GUENETTE   

i n  honor  o f  IRWIN NEBELKOPF 
VERO BEACH OPERA AND WINDSOR 
MELODY GASTON AND THOMAS H .  SHAFER   

i n  honor  o f  YVONNE SHAFER  
EL IZABETH BROTHERS   

i n  honor  o f  GERMAINE HASEROT 
KATHLEEN AND STEVEN MILLER  
LORI  AND J IM T ILLEY  

 

BENEFACTOR   ($500-$999) 
 
SWANTJE  AND DR.  M ITCH LEV IN   

i n  honor  o f  MAESTRO JOEL  REVZEN 
JOAN AND HARRY  TRAV IS   

i n  honor  o f  MAESTRO JOEL  REVZEN 
JANE AND CHARLES  G IBBONS 
SUSAN BR IGHT AND LARRY  STEVENSON 
JACQUELYN AND RODERIC  SWARD 

 

 
 



DONOR   ($250-$499)                   

 
GIUL IA  AND DR.  ANTE  RUDEZ         SHERRY  T .  BREMER 

LE ILA  EDGERTON TR ISMEN                               R ITA  AND SHELBURN WILKES                                                                                    

R ITA  AND JOHN LOWNDES                                DEBERA L .  SHARPE  AND JOHN D.  PARKER             

ANNE AND JOHN CURT IS                                     PEGGY AND ALLEN AMOS  

MARGRIT  AND WAYNE LEFORS     MARTY  AND BARRY  TAYLOR 

RUSSELL  P .  ALLEN                                              

 

 

SPONSOR   ($100-$249)  

    
JODY AND CRAIG  MAUGHAN                                CATHY AND GEORGE NOGA 

GEORGE FENDER                                                JANNE AND THURMAN K ITCHIN 

THE HON.  PATR IC IA  AND JAMES SCHROEDER         MAR ILYN ABRAHAMSON 

KAR IN  HESS-STOCKER                                         EL IZABETH GULACSY  

KAR IN  VERR I                   JOANNE AND ROBERT  WEBSTER                                

JOAN AND STEPHEN ELKER                                    GERALDINE AND LEONARD HABAS 

DORALYS  AR IAS ,  MD          FRANK PAUL  BARBER  

 

 

FRIENDS   (UP TO $99) 

   
CAROL J .  ME IJER                                                 

ANN C .  FOX 

BEVERLY  B IDWELL  

HE ID I  AND STEPHANIE  SCOTT 

 

 

IN KIND  

 
AUDREY  AND JOHN RUGGIER I  AND SUN DANCE MARKET ING SOLUT IONS 

SWANTJE  KNYE-LEV IN  

 

 

THE LITTLE BOY AND THE BIG FISH  BY SWANTJE KNYE-LEVIN FUNDRAISER, FLORIDA DONORS 

 
ANNA EVERETT        BECKY  MANUEL  

BARBARA AND CLAUDE CHRIST IANO    LESL IE  AND JAY  PLOTKIN 

PAM MAROON       INGRID  CORDELL  

JUL IANNE DWYER      STAR  DAMIAN 

ANDREA COMUNTZ IS       BARBARA FOWLER 

JUL IE  MCBETH       CASS IE  ROBINSON 

KATHRYN AND BUD GRAMMER     RANDALL  ROMIG 

BEVERLY  B IDWELL       JANINE PAP IN  

MARGARET  LEFORS       JANNE K ITCHIN 

 

 

SPEC IAL  THANKS to  MONC F lo r ida  D i s t r i c t  D i rec to r  SWANTJE  KNYE-LEV IN  and  he r  ch i ld ren ' s  book ,  THE  L ITTLE  BOY 

AND THE B IG  F ISH ,  s t i l l  a va i l ab le  on  a  dona t ion  bas i s  bene f i t i ng  the  F lo r ida  D i s t r i c t  MONC Aud i t ions .   

 

SEND AN EMAIL  to  L i t t l eBoyandtheB igF i sh@gma i l . com fo r  more  in fo rmat ion .  



LEADERSHIP FOR THE 2020–21 SEASON

Regional Chairpersons

David O’Connor
central

Lara Marcon
Stefanie VanSteelandt
eastern

Diane Dupin
Melissa Gordon
gulf coast

Barbara and Ronald Glass
Mary Susman and Tom Herm
midwest

Pauline Ho Bynum
new england

Clint Singley
northwest

Stephen Dilts
rocky mountain

Randall Romig
southeast

Connie Fullmer
Jimmy Longoria
upper midwest

Molly Siefert
Marianne Grant
western

District Directors

Kimberley Smith
arizona

Martin and Melissa Thoma
arkansas

Barbara and John VanScoyoc
boston

Leah Wietig
buffalo-toronto

Karen Mohr
colorado-wyoming

Robin Valovich
connecticut

Swantje Knye-Levin
Joan Travis
florida

Alexis Lundy
Jason Meeks
georgia

Rhonda Sweeney
houston

Diana Livingston Friedley
idaho-montana

Jason Pompeii
illinois

Sara Compton
Donald Simonson
iowa

Melinda J. Cannady
Dr. Wilma B. Wilcox
kansas city

Cacey Nardolillo
kentucky

Karen Gottlieb
Laurel Howat
Susan Malinowski
los angeles

Joan Mitchell
mexico

Theodore Fellenbaum
Barbara Wiltsie
michigan

Laura Franz
Adrienne Dickson
nebraska

Royce Blackburn
Louise Pinkerton
north dakota–manitoba

Rebeccka Coe
Susan Mitchell
new orleans

Lara Marcon
Stefanie VanSteelandt
new york

Steven LaCosse
Leslie Paliyenko
north carolina

Annette Condeluci
Christopher Scott
pittsburgh

Ada Sofia Esteves
puerto rico

Kate Thickstun
Joan Henkelman
san diego

Fred Dear
Patty Doherty
Michele Patzakis
Khori Dastoor (Consultant)
san francisco

Bettie and Van Edwards
south carolina

Jocelynne McCall
Jan Simpson
tennessee

Kathleen and Leonard Pataki
tulsa

Julie McBeth
Carol and Gunter Radinger
utah

Maxine Levy
washington

Nicolas Krusek
western canada

Lisa Hanson
wisconsin



THANK YOU TO OUR NATIONAL COUNCIL MEMBERS AND CONTRIBUTORS

Ms. Jo-Ann C. Adams
Dr. Joan T. Ades
Mr. and Ms. Alan Agle
Mr. Donald J. and Dr. Marie Z. Amoruso
Mrs. Susan K. Appel
Mr. R. J. Barnett
Mr. Norton Belknap
Mrs. Jane C. Bergner
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Braddock
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Brauer
Dr. and Mrs. Harmar Brereton
Mrs. Sara Brewster
Mr. Roger E. Burke
Mrs. Pauline H. Bynum
Mr. Arthur B. Casper
Mrs. Eleanor N. Caulkins
Mr. Ellis Chernoff
Mr. Theodore Chu
Ms. Emily Cornelius
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Craven
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Crawford
Mr. and Mrs. Ross Dacal
Mrs. Julia W. Dayton
Mr. Frederick L. Dear
Dr. Stephen Dilts
Mrs. Carol E. Domina
Mr. & Mrs. Ross Dacal
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis H. Dunn
Dr. and Mrs. Charles L. Dupin
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Edge
Ms. Suzanne B. Engel
Dr. Theodore L. Fellenbaum
Mrs. Marina Kellen French
Ms. Connie Fullmer
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald R. Glass
Mr. and Mrs. Harry S. Glaze
Mrs. Lynn C. Goldberg
Ms. Beth A. Goodman
Ms. Melissa Gordon
Mr. Christopher T. Clark
Ms. Marianne Grant
Dr. Veronika Grimm-Matthews
Dr. and Mrs. Randolph Guthrie
Mrs. Charles Henkelmann
Mr. Thomas Herm
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hobart
Mr. and Mrs. James Houston

Mrs. Margaret Talmadge Howell
Ms. Lily Hsieh
Ms. Judith T. Hunt
Mr. and Mrs. William Jagoda
Dr. and Mrs. Waine C. Johnson
Mr. Michael Kalkstein
Mr. John Kander
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick J. Kennedy
Dr. Karen and Mr. Kevin Kennedy
Mrs. Leona Kern
Ms. Injoa Kim
Dr. Richard Klein
Ms. Swantje Knye-Levin
Mr. Daniel Kopti
Mr. Thomas F. Kranz
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis W. LaBarre
Mrs. Dominique F. Laffont
Mr. and Mrs. Fernand Lamesch
Mrs. Walter J. Laughery, Jr.
Dr. Edward D. Levy, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Lightdale
Ms. Susan Malinowski
Mr. and Mrs. Jack McDowell
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Michaels
Mr. Paul Hart Miller
Ms. Joan Mitchell
MONC St. Louis District
Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Oelsner
Ms. Lisette Oropesa
Mrs. Constance V. Pathy
Mr. and Ms. Lawrence T. Perera
Dr. and Mrs. Macon Phillips Jr.
Prof. Lisa A. Raskin
Dr. & Mrs. Jonathan M. Raskin
Dr. and Mrs. Cornelius Rosse
Mr. Milton B. Rubin
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Rustin Jr
Mrs. Christine F. Saurel
Dr. and Mrs. Frank Sharbrough
Ms. Louise Shouse
Ms. Martha Siefert
Ms. Katherine Simmons
Mr. Clint Singley
Ms. Kimberley Smith
Ms. Dorothy Smith
Mrs. Hope G. Smith
Mrs. Charles F. Smithers

Ms. Anne Solomon
Mrs. William F. Sondericker
Mr. David Spiro
Ms. Rhonda Sweeney
Mrs. Beatrice B. Taplin
Mrs. Eva Tausig
Ms. Martha J. Taylor
Mrs. Douglas Dockery Thomas
Mrs. George J. Towne
Ms. Joan Travis
Mr. and Mrs. John VanScoyoc
Dr. Wilma B. Wilcox
Dr. Judith G. Wolf
Dr. and Mrs. Timothy Young
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Zimmerman


