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administrator

LISETTE OROPESA 
national advisor

National Semifinals  
Sunday, May 9, 2021

Grand Finals Concert   
Sunday, May 16, 2021

The Semifinals and Grand Finals are 

currently scheduled to take place at 

the Met. We are closely monitoring 

the COVID-19 pandemic and will make 

alternate arrangements in compliance 

with any and all necessary safety and 

health regulations in place during the 

spring of 2021.

For up to date auditions results, alumni 

news, and other general information, 

follow @MONCAuditions on Facebook 

and Instagram.

NATIONAL COUNCIL AUDITIONS

The Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions program cultivates young opera 
singers and assists in the development of their careers. The Auditions are held annually 
in 39 districts and 12 regions of the United States, Canada, and Mexico—all administered 
by dedicated National Council members and volunteers. Winners of the region auditions 
advance to compete in the national semifinals. National finalists are then selected and 
compete in the Grand Finals Concert. During the 2020–21 season, the auditions are being 
held virtually via livestream. Singers compete for prize money and receive feedback from 
judges at all levels of the competition.

Many of the world’s greatest singers, among them Lawrence Brownlee, Anthony Roth 
Costanzo, Renée Fleming, Lisette Oropesa, Eric Owens, and Frederica von Stade, have won 
the Auditions. More than 100 former auditioners appear appear on the Met roster each season.

The National Council is grateful to its donors for prizes at the national level and to the Tobin 
Endowment for the Mrs. Edgar Tobin Award, given to each first-place region winner.

Support for this program is generously provided by the Charles H. Dyson National Council 
Audition Program Endowment Fund at the Metropolitan Opera.

EDUCATION FUND

Education Fund grants are available to contestants of the National Council Auditions who 
reach the semifinal round or further and demonstrate improved skills in a follow-up audition; 
each eligible contestant may be granted a total of up to $5,000 upon multiple hearings 
within three years from when the contestant competed in the National Council Semifinals.

To learn more about donating to the National Council Auditions or the Education Fund, 
please visit metopera.org/MONCSupport.



Vasilisa Atanackovic Audrey Ballish Natalie Buickians Claire Choquette Cara Collins

Kristen Marie Gillis Yazid Gray Yu He Grace Heldridge Seiyoung Kim

Eddie Mony Christina Nicastro

Hallie Schmidt

Tyler Resto

Tamar Simon

Claire Robinson

Jessica True

Roberto Saldaña

Antona YostFrederick Schlick

SINGERS
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TAMAR SIMON, SOPRANO, 27 VANCOUVER, BC 
È strano...Ah, fors'è lui...Sempre libera LA TRAVIATA Verdi 
Ach, ich liebte DIE ENTFÜHRUNG AUS DEM SERAIL Mozart 
Je veux vivre ROMÉO ET JULIETTE Gounod 
No word from Tom THE RAKE'S PROGRESS Stravinsky 

YAZID GRAY, BARITONE, 26 GAITHERSBURG, MD 
O vin, dissipe la tristesse HAMLET Thomas 
Captain Ahab? I must speak with you MOBY-DICK Heggie 
Hai già vinta la causa LE NOZZE DI FIGARO Mozart 
Lieben, Hassen, Hoffen, Zagen ARIADNE AUF NAXOS R. Strauss 

CLAIRE CHOQUETTE, MEZZO-SOPRANO, 27 EDMOND, OK 
Que fais-tu, blanche tourterelle? ROMÉO ET JULIETTE Gounod 
What a movie! TROUBLE IN TAHITI Bernstein 
Smanie implacabili COSÌ FAN TUTTE Mozart 
Vois sous l'archet frémissant LES CONTES D’HOFFMANN Offenbach 

AUDREY BALLISH, SOPRANO, 26 CINCINNATI, OH 
Da tempeste GIULIO CESARE Handel 
Je marche…Obéissons quand leur voix appelle MANON Massenet 
Ach, ich fühl’s DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE Mozart 
Caro nome RIGOLETTO Verdi 

EDDIE MONY, TENOR, 28 NAIROBI, KENYA 
Nessun dorma TURANDOT Puccini 
E lucevan le stelle TOSCA Puccini 
La fleur que tu m'avais jetée CARMEN Bizet 
La donna è mobile RIGOLETTO Verdi 

KRISTEN MARIE GILLIS, SOPRANO, 23 ROUND ROCK, TX 
Mercè, dilette amiche I VESPRI SICILIANI Verdi 
Ain’t it a pretty night SUSANNAH Floyd 
Ah! je ris FAUST Gounod 
Glück, das mir verblieb DIE TOTE STADT Korngold 
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YU HE, BASS-BARITONE, 29 GANZHOU, CHINA 
Madamina, il catalogo è questo DON GIOVANNI Mozart 
Infelice! e tuo credevi ERNANI Verdi 
Épouse quelque brave fille MANON Massenet 
O! du mein holder Abendstern TANNHÄUSER Wagner 

CARA COLLINS, MEZZO-SOPRANO, 27 AMARILLO, TX 
Sgombra è la sacra selva...Deh! proteggimi NORMA Bellini 
Amour! viens aider ma faiblesse SAMSON ET DALILA Saint-Saëns 
Cruda sorte L’ITALIANA IN ALGERI Rossini 
Podrugi milyye THE QUEEN OF SPADES Tchaikovsky 

CHRISTINA NICASTRO, SOPRANO, 29 DUNELLEN, NJ 
Stridono lassù PAGLIACCI Leoncavallo 
Come scoglio COSÌ FAN TUTTE Mozart 
Robert, toi que j’aime ROBERT LE DIABLE Meyerbeer 
I want magic! A STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE Previn 

FREDERICK SCHLICK, TENOR, 29 READING, PA 
Che gelida manina LA BOHÈME Puccini 
Salut! demeure chaste et pure FAUST Gounod 
Dies Bildnis ist bezaubernd schön DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE Mozart 
Be not afear’d THE TEMPEST Hoiby 

CLAIRE ROBINSON, SOPRANO, 23 PLEASANT GROVE, UT 
Quel guardo il cavaliere…So anch’io la virtù magica DON PASQUALE Donizetti 
Ruhe sanft ZAIDE Mozart 
Chacun le sait LA FILLE DU RÉGIMENT Donizetti 
Beyond all price THE SCARLET LETTER Laitman 

ROBERTO SALDAÑA, BARITONE, 28 MANILA, PHILIPPINES 
Mein Sehnen, mein Wähnen DIE TOTE STADT Korngold 
Dieux qui me poursuivez IPHIGÉNIE EN TAURIDE Gluck 
Questo amor vergognia mia EDGAR Puccini 
Captain Ahab? I must speak with you MOBY-DICK Heggie 
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HALLIE SCHMIDT, SOPRANO, 23  
Der Hölle Rache DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE Mozart 
Eccomi in lieta vesta...Oh! quante volte I CAPULETI E I MONTECCHI Bellini 
Beyond all price THE SCARLET LETTER Laitman 
Arrière! Je réchauffe les bons LES ENFANT ET LES SORTILÈGES Ravel 

GRACE HELDRIDGE, MEZZO-SOPRANO, 21 OMAHA, NE 
Voi che sapete LE NOZZE DI FIGARO Mozart 
Que fais-tu, blanche tourterelle? ROMÉO ET JULIETTE Gounod 
Smanie implacabili COSÌ FAN TUTTE Mozart 
Cara speme, questo core GIULIO CESARE Handel 

JESSICA TRUE, SOPRANO, 25 BLOOMINGTON, IN 
Una donna a quindici anni COSÌ FAN TUTTE Mozart 
What good would the moon be STREET SCENE Weill 
Kommt ein schlanker Bursch gegangen DER FREISCHÜTZ Weber 
Chacun le sait LA FILLE DU RÉGIMENT Donizetti 

ANTONA YOST, MEZZO-SOPRANO, 25 SALT LAKE CITY, UT 
Non più mesta LA CENERENTOLA Rossini 
Wie du warst DER ROSENKAVALIER R. Strauss 
Give him this orchid THE RAPE OF LUCRETIA Britten 
Vois sous l’archet frémissant LES CONTES D’HOFFMANN Offenbach 

NATALIE BUICKIANS, SOPRANO, 30 GLENDALE, CA 
Je suis encore tout étourdie MANON Massenet 
Quel guardo il cavaliere…So anch’io la virtù magica DON PASQUALE Donizetti 
How beautiful it is THE TURN OF THE SCREW Britten 
Ach, ich fühl's DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE Mozart 

TYLER RESTO, BASS-BARITONE, 24 HOUSTON, TX 
Come dal ciel precipita MACBETH Verdi 
Riez, allez, riez du pauvre idéologue DON QUICHOTTE Massenet 
Madamina, il catalogo è questo DON GIOVANNI Mozart 
Deh! ti ferma, ti placa SEMIRAMIDE Rossini 
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VASILISA ATANACKOVIC, SOPRANO, 28 BELGRADE, SERBIA 
Song to the moon RUSALKA Dvořák 
Senza mamma SUOR ANGELICA Puccini 
Morrò, ma prima in grazia UN BALLO IN MASCHERA Verdi 
Puskai pogibnu ya EUGENE ONEGIN Tchaikovsky 

SEIYOUNG KIM, TENOR, 27 SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA 
Sì, ritrovarla io giuro LA CENERENTOLA Rossini 
Que les destins prospères LE COMTE ORY Rossini 
Ich baue ganz auf deine Stärke DIE ENTFÜHRUNG AUS DEM SERAIL Mozart 
Im Gegenteil ARIADNE AUF NAXOS R. Strauss 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS | JANUARY 16, 2021 
 

JUDGES  
 

KHORI DASTOOR 
GENERAL  D IRECTOR,  OPERA SAN JOSE 

 

RUTH GOLDEN 
SOPRANO 

VOICE  FACULTY ,  MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC  

 

JOSHUA MAJOR 
CHAIR  OF  OPERA,  NEW ENGLAND CONSERVATORY 

 

 
LYNDON MEYER 
MONC P IANIST  

 

BRYAN BANOWETZ 

TRACEY BRADSHAW 

EILEEN DOWNEY 

MARK FERRELL 

ETHAN LACEY 

KSENIA LELETKINA 

JAMES LESNIAK 

HUGH MURPHY 

MARY PINTO 

ELLEN SOMMER 
ADDIT IONAL  P IANISTS  

VERONIKA ARKHANGEL 

HILARY LEY 
MONC STAFF  
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DISTRICT AWARDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KATHLEEN AND LEN PATAKI  
DIRECTORS 

 

FELICIA ELDER 
AUDIT IONS DAY D IRECTOR 

 

 

 

PATTI JOHNSON WILSON FOUNDATION 

 

RICHARD TURLEY MEMORIAL  

 

JOHN R. CARLE MEMORIAL 

 

CHARLES JOHNSTON YOUNG SINGER  

ENCOURAGEMENT 
 



SPONSORS 
 

 

PREMIER PRODUCTION SPONSOR 
 

SHIRLEY  CARLE  

SUSAN AND DR.  T IMOTHY YOUNG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRODUCTION SPONSOR 
 

MARGEE AND SCOTT F ILSTRUP 

KELLY  K IRBY  

G INA AND MIKE  LODES 

MARGO WALLACE 

KATHLEEN AND LEN PATAKI  

KAT IE  AND RON PETR IK IN  

 

 

PATRONS 
 

 

PREMIER PATRON 
 

BARBARA AND RON GLASS  

KAY  MILLER  

STELLA  AND ED SE IDERS  

 

 

PATRON 
 

FEL IC IA  AND KE ITH  ELDER  

SANDRA AND DOBIE  LANGENKAMP 

ANNA NORBERG 

FRED DORWART 

MARILYN CONLEY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE 
 

L INDA AND BRUCE STOESSER  

MYR IAM AND RANIER  DUPONT 

TOD NEUMANN 

R ICK  FORTNER 

HARRY  SEAY  

CAROLYN AND JOHN WOODARD 

PHYLL IS  AND HARVEY  GASPAR 

REBECCA JONES 

D IX IE  REPPE  

CHR IST INE  AND CL INT  MCQUEEN 

BECKY AND ROBERT  B ILL INGS 

L INDA AND MARK FRAZ IER  

DEBORAH GIST  AND RONNIE  JOBE 

CHER IE  AND B ILL  HUGHES 

NANCY HENRY  

EL IZABETH AND FRANK PALMIER I  

JAYNE AND CHARLES  MCLOUGHLIN

 

 

In 1955, Tulsa became the second distr ict  in the country to hold audit ions, fol lowing Minneapolis in 

1954.  In the intervening 66 years,  many young art ists have come through the Tulsa Distr ict  Audit ions 

to later dist inguish themselves on the stage and in the f ield of music.   The audit ions are a Tulsa 

tradit ion thanks in part to the vibrant performing arts community whose leaders and patrons mutual ly 

support efforts benefit ing the arts,  including the MONC Audit ions.  We look forward to the next 66 

years.    

 

Tulsa Distr ict  has recently lost two long-t ime and beloved members whose leadership in the arts we 

wish to acknowledge: 
 

IN MEMORIAM 

 

MARGO WALLACE 

JOHN EVERETT 



LEADERSHIP FOR THE 2020–21 SEASON

Regional Chairpersons

David O’Connor
central

Lara Marcon
Stefanie VanSteelandt
eastern

Diane Dupin
Melissa Gordon
gulf coast

Barbara and Ronald Glass
Mary Susman and Tom Herm
midwest

Pauline Ho Bynum
new england

Clint Singley
northwest

Stephen Dilts
rocky mountain

Randall Romig
southeast

Connie Fullmer
Jimmy Longoria
upper midwest

Molly Siefert
Marianne Grant
western

District Directors

Kimberley Smith
arizona

Martin and Melissa Thoma
arkansas

Barbara and John VanScoyoc
boston

Leah Wietig
buffalo-toronto

Karen Mohr
colorado-wyoming

Robin Valovich
connecticut

Swantje Knye-Levin
Joan Travis
florida

Alexis Lundy
Jason Meeks
georgia

Rhonda Sweeney
houston

Diana Livingston Friedley
idaho-montana

Jason Pompeii
illinois

Sara Compton
Donald Simonson
iowa

Melinda J. Cannady
Dr. Wilma B. Wilcox
kansas city

Cacey Nardolillo
kentucky

Karen Gottlieb
Laurel Howat
Susan Malinowski
los angeles

Joan Mitchell
mexico

Theodore Fellenbaum
Barbara Wiltsie
michigan

Laura Franz
Adrienne Dickson
nebraska

Royce Blackburn
Louise Pinkerton
north dakota–manitoba

Rebeccka Coe
Susan Mitchell
new orleans

Lara Marcon
Stefanie VanSteelandt
new york

Steven LaCosse
Leslie Paliyenko
north carolina

Annette Condeluci
Christopher Scott
pittsburgh

Ada Sofia Esteves
puerto rico

Kate Thickstun
Joan Henkelman
san diego

Fred Dear
Patty Doherty
Michele Patzakis
Khori Dastoor (Consultant)
san francisco

Bettie and Van Edwards
south carolina

Jocelynne McCall
Jan Simpson
tennessee

Kathleen and Leonard Pataki
tulsa

Julie McBeth
Carol and Gunter Radinger
utah

Maxine Levy
washington

Nicolas Krusek
western canada

Lisa Hanson
wisconsin



THANK YOU TO OUR NATIONAL COUNCIL MEMBERS AND CONTRIBUTORS

Ms. Jo-Ann C. Adams
Dr. Joan T. Ades
Mr. and Ms. Alan Agle
Mr. Donald J. and Dr. Marie Z. Amoruso
Mrs. Susan K. Appel
Mr. R. J. Barnett
Mr. Norton Belknap
Mrs. Jane C. Bergner
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Braddock
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Brauer
Dr. and Mrs. Harmar Brereton
Mrs. Sara Brewster
Mr. Roger E. Burke
Mrs. Pauline H. Bynum
Mr. Arthur B. Casper
Mrs. Eleanor N. Caulkins
Mr. Ellis Chernoff
Mr. Theodore Chu
Ms. Emily Cornelius
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Craven
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Crawford
Mr. and Mrs. Ross Dacal
Mrs. Julia W. Dayton
Mr. Frederick L. Dear
Dr. Stephen Dilts
Mrs. Carol E. Domina
Mr. & Mrs. Ross Dacal
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis H. Dunn
Dr. and Mrs. Charles L. Dupin
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Edge
Ms. Suzanne B. Engel
Dr. Theodore L. Fellenbaum
Mrs. Marina Kellen French
Ms. Connie Fullmer
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald R. Glass
Mr. and Mrs. Harry S. Glaze
Mrs. Lynn C. Goldberg
Ms. Beth A. Goodman
Ms. Melissa Gordon
Mr. Christopher T. Clark
Ms. Marianne Grant
Dr. Veronika Grimm-Matthews
Dr. and Mrs. Randolph Guthrie
Mrs. Charles Henkelmann
Mr. Thomas Herm
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hobart
Mr. and Mrs. James Houston

Mrs. Margaret Talmadge Howell
Ms. Lily Hsieh
Ms. Judith T. Hunt
Mr. and Mrs. William Jagoda
Dr. and Mrs. Waine C. Johnson
Mr. Michael Kalkstein
Mr. John Kander
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick J. Kennedy
Dr. Karen and Mr. Kevin Kennedy
Mrs. Leona Kern
Ms. Injoa Kim
Dr. Richard Klein
Ms. Swantje Knye-Levin
Mr. Daniel Kopti
Mr. Thomas F. Kranz
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis W. LaBarre
Mrs. Dominique F. Laffont
Mr. and Mrs. Fernand Lamesch
Mrs. Walter J. Laughery, Jr.
Dr. Edward D. Levy, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Lightdale
Ms. Susan Malinowski
Mr. and Mrs. Jack McDowell
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Michaels
Mr. Paul Hart Miller
Ms. Joan Mitchell
MONC St. Louis District
Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Oelsner
Ms. Lisette Oropesa
Mrs. Constance V. Pathy
Mr. and Ms. Lawrence T. Perera
Dr. and Mrs. Macon Phillips Jr.
Prof. Lisa A. Raskin
Dr. & Mrs. Jonathan M. Raskin
Dr. and Mrs. Cornelius Rosse
Mr. Milton B. Rubin
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Rustin Jr
Mrs. Christine F. Saurel
Dr. and Mrs. Frank Sharbrough
Ms. Louise Shouse
Ms. Martha Siefert
Ms. Katherine Simmons
Mr. Clint Singley
Ms. Kimberley Smith
Ms. Dorothy Smith
Mrs. Hope G. Smith
Mrs. Charles F. Smithers

Ms. Anne Solomon
Mrs. William F. Sondericker
Mr. David Spiro
Ms. Rhonda Sweeney
Mrs. Beatrice B. Taplin
Mrs. Eva Tausig
Ms. Martha J. Taylor
Mrs. Douglas Dockery Thomas
Mrs. George J. Towne
Ms. Joan Travis
Mr. and Mrs. John VanScoyoc
Dr. Wilma B. Wilcox
Dr. Judith G. Wolf
Dr. and Mrs. Timothy Young
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Zimmerman


