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coming soon
puccini

LA FANCIULLA  
DEL WEST
OCT 27, 2018

nico muhly / libretto by  
nicholas wright 
MARNIE
NOV 10, 2018

verdi

LA TRAVIATA
DEC 15, 2018

cilea

ADRIANA 
LECOUVREUR 
JAN 12, 2019

bizet

CARMEN
FEB 2, 2019

donizetti

LA FILLE DU 
RÉGIMENT 
MAR  2, 2019

wagner

DIE WALKÜRE
MAR 30, 2019

poulenc

DIALOGUES DES 
CARMÉLITES
MAY 11, 2019

saint-saëns

SAMSON ET DALILA
SAT, OCT 20

ACT I Gaza, 1150 BCE. The enslaved Israelites accuse God 
of breaking the Holy Covenant. Samson exhorts them 
to bless God’s name. Abimélech mocks the captives for 
trusting in a god who is powerless compared to the great 
Philistine god Dagon. Samson rouses the Israelites to 
revolt, before striking down Abimélech. The High Priest 
of Dagon enters and curses the race of Israel and their 
leader. As dawn breaks, Dalila and a group of Philistine 
maidens enter with flowers. Seeking to revive a past 
love, she urges Samson to follow her to her home.

I N T E R M I S S I O N

ACT II Dalila anxiously awaits Samson’s arrival. The high 
priest appears. He promises wealth as a reward for 
Samson’s capture, but she rejects the offer scornfully 
and says that all she seeks is revenge. Samson arrives. 
Dalila pleads with him not to resist her love. Samson 
finally reaffirms that he still loves her. Dalila commands 
that he must reveal the secret of his God-given strength. 
Ultimately, Samson gives in to her. Philistine soldiers 
enter. Dalila calls for them, and Samson cries out that 
he has been betrayed.

I N T E R M I S S I O N

ACT III Stripped of his power, Samson turns a mill wheel 
in a dungeon in Gaza. He prays that God may spare his 
people and punish him alone. At dawn, the Philistines 
revive their worship of Dagon. The high priest mocks 
the fallen hero, and Dalila reminds Samson of their 
night of passion. Samson prays to God and, with his 
strength restored, brings the temple crashing down.
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Show your love for The Met: 
Live in HD by becoming a 
member today! To join, visit 
metopera.org/hdmember or 
call 1.800.MET.OPERA. 


