
Act I Eurydice is frustrated that Orpheus’s mind is elsewhere, when he 
proposes. Eurydice’s father writes her a letter. At their wedding, Eurydice 
steps outside for some air. A mysterious man appears and takes her to 
his apartment. When she realizes the situation that she’s in, she turns to 
leave. He reveals the letter from her father, she tries to grab it but falls 
into the Underworld. 

Act II When Eurydice arrives in the Underworld, her father greets her, but 
she has no idea who he is. Orpheus writes Eurydice a letter. Back down 
below, a letter falls from the sky. The father reads it. The name “Orpheus” 
triggers something in Eurydice, and she begins to remember who she is. 
Orpheus lowers the works of Shakespeare into the Underworld. Eurydice 
begins to learn language again. Orpheus resolves to bring Eurydice back. 
Orpheus’s singing rouses the spirits of the dead, and the Stones call Hades.  

I N T E R M I S S I O N

Act III Orpheus sings at the gates of the Underworld. Hades informs  
him that Eurydice can follow him out, but he must not look back at her. 
Eurydice is torn between following Orpheus and staying with her father. 
She follows Orpheus, but when she calls his name, he turns around. The 
lovers are pulled apart. The father decides to dip himself in the river of 
forgetfulness. Eurydice finds that her father has obliterated his memory. 
Hades reappears to claim Eurydice. She writes a letter to Orpheus and 
dips herself in the river. Orpheus arrives in the Underworld and loses his 
memory. He finds Eurydice’s letter but does not know how to read it.
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