
ACT I  The household prepares for a royal ball. Madame de la Haltière 
refuses to let Cinderella attend, and the girl falls asleep dreaming of the 
ball. Her fairy godmother appears and conjures a coach, gown, and glass 
slippers. She tells Cinderella that she can go to the ball but must leave 
before midnight.

ACT II The king orders Prince Charming to find a wife at the ball. An 
unknown beauty arrives; it is Cinderella in all her finery. The prince imme-
diately falls in love, but at the first stroke of midnight, she hurries away.

ACT III Cinderella recalls her frightening journey home. Her family returns, 
and Madame de la Haltière describes the stranger at the ball, telling Cin-
derella that the prince spoke contemptuously of the girl. Cinderella is 
crushed, and Pandolfe comforts her.

ACT IV Madame de la Haltière and her daughters are excited to learn that 
the king is trying to find the unknown beauty and is summoning maidens 
from around the land. Each woman who appears at court must try on the 
glass slipper left behind by the young woman. Cinderella resolves to go to 
the palace. The prince is in despair without his beloved. Cinderella arrives, 
and he instantly recognizes her. They declare their love, and everyone 
rejoices.

The original full-length production of Cendrillon was produced in French, in association 
with the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, London; Gran Teatre del Liceu, Barcelona; 
Théâtre Royal de la Monnaie, Brussels; and Opéra de Lille.

Original production by the Santa Fe Opera

Abridged English language production a gift of Elizabeth M. and Jean-Marie R. Eveillard

Original production of Cendrillon a gift of The Sybil B. Harrington Foundation, with 
additional funding from Elizabeth M. and Jean-Marie R. Eveillard
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In celebration of the Met’s return to the stage and to movie theaters 
worldwide, please consider making a contribution to the Metropolitan 
Opera Fund at metopera.org/donate. Your philanthropic commitment will 
help to ensure a successful season and a bright future for the Met and this 
incomparable art form.
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