
Prologue Preparations are in progress for the opera Ariadne auf Naxos. 
The major-domo informs the music master that an Italian comedy will be 
performed after the opera, followed by fireworks. Confusion ensues, and 
in the midst of the hustle and bustle, the major-domo announces that, in 
order for the fireworks to begin on time, the opera and the comedy are to 
be performed simultaneously. The music master persuades the composer 
to trim the score, while the two lead singers urge him to abridge the other’s 
part. Zerbinetta prepares her troupe and then proceeds to flirt with the 
composer. The young man finds new hope, but when he sees the comedi-
ans ready to go on stage, he realizes with horror what he has agreed to.

I N T E R M I S S I O N

The Opera Three nymphs look on while Ariadne despairs, and the come-
dians are doubtful whether they will be able to cheer her up. Ariadne 
resolves to await Hermes, messenger of death. Zerbinetta addresses her 
directly, woman to woman, advising that she change an old love for a new 
one. The nymphs announce the approach of a ship carrying the god Bacchus. 
Ariadne prepares to greet her visitor, whom she thinks must be death. 
Entranced by Ariadne’s beauty, Bacchus professes his love for her, and 
together, they ascend to the heavens—leaving Zerbinetta with the last word.
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support EXTRAORDINARY OPERA
The Met’s exciting 2021–22 season has received great acclaim. With more 
thrilling performances to come, now is a great time to show your support. 
Please visit metopera.org/donate to make a gift today. Your philanthropic 
commitment will help to ensure a successful season and a bright future for  
the Met and this incomparable art form.
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