
JAKE HEGGIE /  L IBRE T TO BY TERRENCE M CNALLY

DEAD MAN 
WALKING
OPENING NIGHT GAL A

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26,  2023

Metropolitan Opera House

Lincoln Center



GAL  A CHAIRMAN

Ann Ziff 

GAL  A CO  -  CHAIRMEN

C. Graham Berwind, III

Marlene Hess and James D. Zirin

Cindy and Tod Johnson

Jeanette Lerman-Neubauer and Joseph Neubauer 

GAL  A V  ICE CHAIRMEN

Betsy and Ed Cohen

Mr. and Mrs. John B. Hess

PRINCIPAL BENEFACTORS

Matthew Christopher Pietras 

Judy and Jim Pohlman 

Denise Littlefield Sobel

Music by Jake Heggie, libretto by Terrence McNally 

Based on the Book by Sister Helen Prejean

Production a gift of C. Graham Berwind, III; the Ann and Gordon 

Getty Foundation; Ted Snowdon and Duffy Violante, in memory of 

Terrence McNally; and Mrs. Diane B. Wilsey

Additional funding from Franci Neely; Judy and Jim Pohlman; 

Denise Littlefield Sobel, in memory of Phyllis Cannon Wattis; and 

The H.M. Agnes Hsu-Tang, Ph.D. and Oscar Tang Endowment Fund

The Met’s Board of Directors and Peter Gelb, the Met’s 

Maria Manetti Shrem General Manager, invite you to  

Opening Night of the 2023–24 season.

JAKE HEGGIE /  L IBRET TO BY TERRENCE M CNALLY

DEAD MAN 
WALKING
OPENING NIGHT GALA 

METROPOLITAN OPERA PREMIERE

CONDUC TOR Yannick Nézet-Séguin

SISTER ROSE  Latonia Moore

SISTER HELEN PREJE AN  Joyce DiDonato

JOSEPH DE ROCHER  Ryan McKinny

MRS. PATRICK DE ROCHER Susan Graham

PRODUC TION Ivo van Hove

SET AND L IGHTING DESIGNER Jan Versweyveld

COSTUME DESIGNER  An D’Huys

PROJEC TION DESIGNER Christopher Ash

SOUND DESIGNER Tom Gibbons

Tuesday, September 26, 2023

Cocktail reception at 5:30PM on the Mercedes T. Bass Grand Tier.  

The performance will begin at 6:30PM. Dinner with the cast will  

be served afterward, across Lincoln Center’s Josie Robertson Plaza 

at David Geffen Hall.

BL ACK TIE



GALA CHAIRMAN

Ann Ziff

GALA CO-CHAIRMEN

C. Graham Berwind, III

Marlene Hess and James D. Zirin 

Cindy and Tod Johnson

Jeanette Lerman-Neubauer 
and Joseph Neubauer

GALA VICE CHAIRMEN

Betsy and Ed Cohen

Mr. and Mrs. John B. Hess

PRINCIPAL BENEFACTORS

Matthew Christopher Pietras

Judy and Jim Pohlman 

Denise Littlefield Sobel

PRIME BENEFACTORS

Bloomberg Philanthropies

Henry Schein, Inc.

Rolex 

PRINCIPAL SPONSORS

Eleanor N. Caulkins

Louise G. Chapman

Samantha and Nabil Chartouni 

Judith-Ann Corrente

Mr. and Mrs. Austin T. Fragomen, Jr. 

Ann Marie and Jim McCaughan 

Mr. C. William Tanzi

Barbara Tober

Cynthia Vahlkamp 
and Robert Kenyon

PRIME SPONSORS

Hermione Foundation,  
Laura J. Sloate, Trustee

Michael and Petra Miebach

Mark H. Rosenberg

Mr. Michael Young and 
Ms. Debra Raskin

SPONSORS

Dr. Christian Alfonsi 

Mr. and Mrs. Kimberly and William Anast

Noreen and Ken Buckfire

Lisa Choi

David Chou

Drs. Thomas and Virginia Collier

Carol E. and David A. Domina 

Juliana and David Dowling 

Barbara Winter Glauber

James E. and Sara Haynes

Molly K. Heines  
and Thomas J. Moloney

Mr. Andrew Hinek

Mrs. Mica L. Kaufmann

Helen Little 

Mark Loewen

Marcy Hnath Maguire

Dr. Pamela Marron

Ms. Monika McLennan

David M. Moniz

Marta E. Nottebohm
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GALA COMMITTEE

(continued)



Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey Pohanka 

Leah Prestamo 

Drs. David and Helena Rodbard

Thomas Roush and LaVon Kellner 

George Shelden and Yasuko Noguchi

Richard and Donna Soloway 

Mr. Dennis Stattman 
and Mrs. Beth Grosshans

Julia and Lawrence Steyn

Katherine Upchurch Takvorian

Mr. and Mrs. Jackson Tai

Tanya Thorne

Mr. Jeffrey Wernick

Monica Wolfson

Caio and Rebeca Zapata Espinosa

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Beth Ann Day

Jill Enders

Marilyn and Lawrence Friedland

Mr. Jack Johnson

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Ketchum

Rebecca and James Neary

Kevin and Jennifer Woodruff

Committee as of July 31
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The Metropolitan Opera

Board of Directors

Peter Gelb 
Maria Manetti Shrem General Manager

Yannick Nézet-Séguin 
Jeanette Lerman-Neubauer Music Director

OFFICERS

Ann Ziff 
Chairman

Tod Johnson 
President and  
Chief Executive Officer

Mercedes T. Bass 
Vice Chair 

C. Graham Berwind, III 
Vice President and Chair of  
the Executive Committee

Jeanette Lerman-Neubauer
Secretary

Betsy Cohen
Treasurer

Christine F. Hunter
Honorary Chair

James W. Kinnear 
Honorary Chair

Paul M. Montrone 
President Emeritus

Dr. Frayda B. Lindemann
President Emerita 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Mercedes T. Bass

C. Graham Berwind, III

Betsy Cohen

Judith-Ann Corrente

Elizabeth M. Eveillard

Ronnie S. Hawkins

Tod Johnson

Jeanette Lerman-Neubauer

Dr. Frayda B. Lindemann

Laura J. Sloate 

Robert L. Turner

Ann Ziff

MANAGING DIRECTORS

Mrs. Veronica Atkins

Mercedes T. Bass

Frank A. Bennack, Jr.

Stephen Berger

C. Graham Berwind, III

Susan S. Braddock

Alexa Bator Chae

Nabil N. Chartouni

Betsy Cohen

Leonard S. Coleman, Jr.

Judith-Ann Corrente*

Valerie Dixon 

Carol E. Domina

Elizabeth M. Eveillard

Kenneth R. Feinberg

Austin T. Fragomen, Jr.

Marina Kellen French

Beth A. Grosshans

Ekkehart Hassels-Weiler

Ronnie S. Hawkins

Marlene Hess

Howard W. Hunter

Sheila Johnson 

Tod Johnson

James W. Kinnear

Bruce Kovner

So-Chung Shinn Lee 

Jeanette Lerman-Neubauer

Dr. Frayda B. Lindemann

Helen Y. Little

Hon. Carolyn B. Maloney 

Andrew J. Martin-Weber

Matt McClure

Kathryn A. Miller

Laura J. Sloate

Marc I. Stern

Keebler J. Straz

Douglas Dockery Thomas

Robert L. Turner

George L. Van Amson

Barbara Walkowski 

Ann Ziff

HONORARY DIRECTORS

Bruce Crawford*

Christine F. Hunter 

Camille D. LaBarre

Mrs. Walter J. Laughery, Jr.

Paul M. Montrone

Ambassador Nicholas F. Taubman

ADVISORY DIRECTORS

Agnieszka R. Balaban 

Virginia Barbato

Ellen S. Berelson

Stanley M. Bergman

Helena A. Brown

Ms. Angela Chao

Pamela Craven

Mark Houston Dalzell

Jeffrey Delgrosso

Misook Doolittle 

Gordon P. Getty

Richard Gilbert

Rosalind Glaser

Barbara Winter Glauber 

H. Alexandra Kauka Hamill

Rolf Heitmeyer

Linda E. Johnson

Dr. David G. Knott

Theodore A. Kurz

Dr. Prem Lachman

Dominique Laffont

Marguerite L. Lee

Lara Marcon 

Michael Miebach 

Richard J. Miller, Jr.

Linda Mirels

Franci Neely

Marta Nottebohm

Anne Kline Pohanka 

Miss Leontyne Price

Dr. Steve Prystowsky

Donna Kesselman Raggio, M.D.

Mark H. Rosenberg

Winthrop Rutherfurd, Jr.

Jacqui Smith

Daisy M. Soros

Kimberly V. Strauss

Arete S. Warren

Nancy Wu

MEMBERS OF THE 
ASSOCIATION

Mahmoud M. Abdallah

Dr. Joan Taub Ades

R. Joseph Barnett

Amanda S. Brainerd

Susan Sarnoff Bram 

Eleanor N. Caulkins

Dr. Patrizia A. Cavazzoni

Robert J. Cubitto

Robert G. Edge

Beatrice Esteve

Marco Fiorese 

Sheri Gellman 

Heather H. Georges

G. Morris Gurley

Vikas Kapoor

Klaus Kleinfeld

Meyer G. Koplow

Evelyn M. M. Popp 

Ben Pyne 

Debra L. Raskin 

Cynthia D. Sculco

Paul J. Sekhri

Mary Gene Sondericker

Dr. Garry Spector 

Jackson Tai

David Warren

Sharon Wee

YOUNG ASSOCIATE  
DIRECTORS

William Anast 

Wesley Chan 

Jake Jamison

Peter H. Kahng

Vijay Karia

Michael K. Masterson 

Julie Warner McAskin

Rob McSwiney 

Abel Oonnoonny

Theo Osborne

Matthew Christopher Pietras

Oana Ruxandra

Chad J. Shampine

Dr. Ja Hyun Shin 

Julia Steyn

Kevin M. Tagami

Daniel Wasserman 

Eric S. Wei

Kevin Woodruff

Satoko Yahata

*Past President
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