


MARTY SOHL / MET OPERA

ALSO ON STAGE

GIUSEPPE VERDI

LA TRAVIATA
Soprano Angel Blue headlines Verdi’s timeless tragedy, bringing her 
heartbreaking portrayal of the courtesan Violetta Valéry to the Met 
for the first time. Maestro Nicola Luisotti conducts Michael Mayer’s 
vibrant staging, which also features tenor Dmytro Popov as Alfredo 
and baritone Artur Ruciński as Germont.

MAR 4 mat, 7, 11 mat, 15, 18

Tickets from $25 | metopera.org
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this season  Norma at the Met, Anna Bolena in Valencia and in concert in Buenos Aires, La 
Sonnambula in Madrid, Rossini’s Petite Messe Solennelle in Cagliari, and Rigoletto in Tokyo.
met appearances  Since his 1998 debut conducting L’Elisir d’Amore, he has led more than 200 
performances of 16 operas, including Manon, Semiramide, I Puritani, Il Barbiere di Siviglia, 
Roberto Devereux, Don Pasquale, Lucia di Lammermoor, Le Comte Ory, Maria Stuarda, La 
Cenerentola, Norma, Faust, Luisa Miller, Rigoletto, and La Traviata.
career highlights  Recent performances include Anna Bolena in concert at Paris’s Théâtre des 
Champs-Elysées, Rossini’s Otello in Liège, and Il Pirata in Santiago. He has also led Nabucco, 
Il Barbiere di Siviglia, and Il Trovatore at Dutch National Opera; La Traviata, Les Vêpres 
Siciliennes, and Nabucco at Covent Garden; Il Pirata in Madrid; Il Trovatore in Madrid and at 
the Paris Opera; La Sonnambula in concert and I Capuleti e i Montecchi in Zurich; Rigoletto 
in Buenos Aires; Falstaff, Luisa Miller in concert, Adriana Lecouvreur, and Catalani’s La Wally 
in Monte Carlo; Lucia di Lammermoor in Toulouse; Anna Bolena and Norma in Seville; and 
Leoncavallo’s Zazà in concert with the BBC Symphony Orchestra.

The Cast

Maurizio Benini
conductor (faenza, italy)

this season  Adalgisa in Norma and Neris in Medea at the Met, Mother Marie in Dialogues 
des Carmélites in Rome, Mahler’s Third Symphony in Naples, Venus in Tannhäuser at Covent 
Garden, Kundry in Parsifal at the Vienna State Opera, Brangäne in Tristan und Isolde in 
Madrid, Mahler’s Das Lied von der Erde with the Munich Philharmonic, and Verdi’s Requiem 
in Lyon.
met appearances  Amneris in Aida, Brangäne, Eboli in Don Carlo, Jane Seymour in Anna Bolena, 
Giulietta in Les Contes d’Hoffmann, and Hélène Bezukhova in War and Peace (debut, 2007)
career highlights  Recent performances include Venus and Brangäne at the Bayreuth Festival, 
the Foreign Princess in Rusalka in concert in Hamburg, Brangäne and Eboli at the Vienna State 
Opera, Amneris in Naples, Ortrud in Lohengrin at Staatsoper Berlin, Jocaste in Stravinsky’s 
Oedipus Rex in concert in Barcelona, Otrud and Eboli at St. Petersburg’s Mariinsky Theatre, 
Jocaste in Enescu’s Œdipe at the Paris Opera, and Brangäne in Bologna and at the Deutsche 
Opera Berlin. She has also appeared at La Scala, Covent Garden, the Bavarian State Opera, 
Moscow’s Bolshoi Theatre, and the Salzburg Festival, among many others.

Ekaterina Gubanova
mezzo-soprano (moscow, russia)

Visit metopera.org.
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KAREN ALMOND / MET OPERA

ALSO ON STAGE

GIUSEPPE VERDI

FALSTAFF
Verdi’s uproarious Shakespearean comedy returns in Robert Carsen’s 
ingenious staging, which updates the action to England in the 1950s. 
Baritone Michael Volle stars as the larger-than-life title character, 
headlining a winning ensemble conducted by Daniele Rustioni.

MAR 12 mat, 16, 19 mat, 23, 29 APR 1 mat

Tickets from $25 | metopera.org

Falstaff_Mar23_Stanchion_fillerad.indd   1Falstaff_Mar23_Stanchion_fillerad.indd   1 2/17/23   1:36 PM2/17/23   1:36 PM



49

this season  The title roles of Norma and Fedora at the Met, Maddalena di Coigny in 
Andrea Chénier and Fedora at La Scala, Cio-Cio-San in Madama Butterfly at the Vienna 
State Opera, the title role of Cherubini’s Médée at Staatsoper Berlin, the title role of Tosca 
in concert at Switzerland’s Menuhin Festival Gstaad and in Baden-Baden, Strauss’s Vier 
Letzte Lieder with the Orchestre Symphonique de Montréal, and concerts at the Bavarian 
State Opera, Salzburg Festival, and in Lyon, Versailles, and La Rochelle.
met appearances  Élisabeth de Valois in Don Carlos, Desdemona in Otello, Mimì in La 
Bohème, Violetta in La Traviata, Gilda in Rigoletto (debut, 2013), and the title roles of 
Iolanta, Luisa Miller, and Tosca. She has also given a solo recital.
career highlights  Recent performances include Norma in Barcelona, Stephana in 
Giordano’s Siberia in Florence and in concert in Madrid, Iolanta in concert with the Berlin 
Philharmonic, Mimì at Staatsoper Berlin and Covent Garden, Tosca in Zurich and at the 
Bavarian State Opera and Vienna State Opera, the title role of Manon Lescaut in concert 
in Hamburg, Violetta in Verona and in concert in Florence, and Imogene in Bellini’s Il Pirata 
in Madrid.

Sonya Yoncheva
soprano (plovdiv, bulgaria)

this season  Pollione in Norma and the title role of Idomeneo at the Met, Don José in 
Carmen at the Paris Opera and in concert with the Orchestre Philarmonique de Strasbourg, 
Pollione in concert in Hamburg and Cologne, Jupiter in Handel’s Semele at the Bavarian 
State Opera, and concerts at Park Avenue Armory, Staatsoper Berlin, and Paris’s Théâtre 
des Champs-Elysées.
met appearances  Faust in La Damnation de Faust (debut, 2020).
career highlights  Recent performance include Pollione in concert and Idomeneo in Aix-
en-Provence, Roméo in Roméo et Juliette at Houston Grand Opera, Canio in Pagliacci 
in concert at Ozarks Lyric Opera, Tristan in Act II of Tristan und Isolde in concert in Lyon, 
Septimius in Handel’s Theodora in concert with Il Pomo d’Oro, the title role of Stravinsky’s 
Oedipus Rex in concert in Barcelona, Idomeneo in Baden-Baden, Florestan in Fidelio in 
Paris, Don Ottavio in Don Giovanni at the Salzburg Festival, and Pollione in Madrid. He has 
also appeared at La Scala, the Vienna State Opera, Covent Garden, Opera Philadelphia, 
and in Valencia, Orange, Bordeaux, Versailles, Zurich, Geneva, Frankfurt, and Bologna, 
among others.

Michael Spyres
tenor (mansfield, missouri)

The Cast  CONTINUED
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The Cast  CONTINUED

this season  Oroveso in Norma, Ramfis in Aida, and Colline in La Bohème at the Met and 
de Silva in Ernani at Lyric Opera of Chicago.
met appearances  Nick Shadow in The Rake’s Progress, Raimondo in Lucia di Lammermoor, 
Figaro in Le Nozze di Figaro, Colline, the Doctor in Wozzeck, Publio in La Clemenza di 
Tito, the title role of Mefistofele, Julio in Thomas Adès’s The Exterminating Angel, the 
Speaker in Die Zauberflöte, and Pistola in Falstaff (debut, 2013).
career highlights  Recent performances include the title role of Don Giovanni, 
Méphistophélès in Faust, and Publio at the Paris Opera and Banquo in Macbeth at Lyric 
Opera of Chicago. He has also sung Walter in Luisa Miller and Méphistophélès at Lyric 
Opera of Chicago, Claggart in Billy Budd and Zoroastro in Handel’s Orlando at San 
Francisco Opera, Escamillo in Carmen at the Bavarian State Opera, Narbal in Les Troyens 
at the Paris Opera, Raimondo at Opera Philadelphia, the Emperor in The Nightingale 
and Other Short Fables at the Canadian Opera Company, Melisso in Handel’s Alcina and 
Raimondo at the Santa Fe Opera, and Oroveso at the Dallas Opera.

Christian Van Horn
bass-baritone (rockville centre, new york)


