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NATIONAL COUNCIL AUDITIONS

grand finals concert
conductor 
Bertrand de Billy

host 
Lisette Oropesa*

guest artist 
Javier Camarena

“O zitt’re nicht, mein lieber Sohn ... Zum Leiden bin  
ich auserkoren” from Die Zauberflöte (Mozart) 
Jana McIntyre, Soprano

“Hai già vinta la causa … Vedrò mentr’io sospiro”  
from Le Nozze di Figaro (Mozart) 
Xiaomeng Zhang, Baritone

“I Want Magic” from A Streetcar Named Desire (Previn) 
Chasiti Lashay, Soprano

“Give him this orchid” from The Rape of Lucretia (Britten) 
Gabrielle Beteag, Mezzo-Soprano

“Sgombra è la sacra selva ... Deh! proteggimi, o Dio!”  
from Norma (Bellini) 
Lindsay Kate Brown, Mezzo-Soprano

“Dich, teure Halle” from Tannhäuser (Wagner) 
Alexandria Shiner, Soprano

This performance 
is being broadcast 
live on Metropolitan 
Opera Radio on 
SiriusXM channel 75 
and streamed at 
metopera.org.

2019–20 season



“Carlos, écoute … Ah, je meurs, l’âme joyeuse”  
from Don Carlos (Verdi) 
Blake Denson, Baritone

“Depuis le jour” from Louise (G. Charpentier) 
Denis Vélez, Soprano

“Ah! Mes amis … Pour mon âme!” from  
La Fille du Régiment (Donizetti) 
Jonah Hoskins, Tenor

Intermission

“Mab, reine des mensonges” from  
Roméo et Juliette (Gounod) 
Xiaomeng Zhang, Baritone

“A vos jeux, mes amis ... Partagez-vous mes fleurs”  
from Hamlet (Thomas) 
Jana McIntyre, Soprano

“Io son l’umile ancella” from Adriana Lecouvreur (Cilea) 
Chasiti Lashay, Soprano

“Ja, Gretelchen … Hurr hopp hopp hopp” from  
Hänsel und Gretel (Humperdinck) 
Gabrielle Beteag, Mezzo-Soprano

“To this we’ve come” from The Consul (Menotti) 
Alexandria Shiner, Soprano

“Da, chas nastal! … Prastitye vi” from  
The Maid of Orleans (Tchaikovsky) 
Lindsay Kate Brown, Mezzo-Soprano

“Sì, ritrovarla io giuro” from La Cenerentola (Rossini) 
Jonah Hoskins, Tenor

“Tu che di gel sei cinta” from Turandot (Puccini)  
Denis Vélez, Soprano

“Oh, Lawd Jesus, hear my prayer” from  
The Emperor Jones (Gruenberg) 
Blake Denson, Baritone

GUEST ARTIST

“Ah! lève-toi, soleil!” from Roméo et Juliette (Gounod)  
“È la solita storia del pastore” from L’Arlesiana (Cilea) 
Javier Camarena, Tenor

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE GRAND FINALS WINNERS

*  Graduate of the  
Lindemann Young Artist 
Development Program

Before the performance 
begins, please switch off 
any cell phones and any 
other electronic devices.

Yamaha is the 
Official Piano of the 
Metropolitan Opera.

Sunday, March 1, 2020, 3:00PM
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Meet the Artists

In 2020, Gabrielle Beteag will be featured as the alto soloist in 
Haydn’s Lord Nelson Mass with the Michael O’Neal Singers and as 
Ursule in Atlanta Concert Opera’s production of Béatrice et Bénédict. 

In 2019, she was a young artist at Chautauqua Opera, where she was performed with the 
touring outreach program as Aunt Bartolo in The Barber of Seville in California and on the 
main stage as Woman in a Hat / Duchess in The Ghosts of Versailles. She earned her master’s 
degree from Georgia State University (GSU) in 2018. While at GSU, she appeared as Katisha 
in The Mikado, Lady Billows in Albert Herring, and Charlotte Malcolm in A Little Night Music. 
Her repertoire also includes the Secretary in The Consul, Madame de Croissy in Dialogues 
des Carmélites, and Augusta Tabor in The Ballad of Baby Doe. Southeast Region.

A current artist with the Houston Grand Opera Studio (HGO), Lindsay 
Kate Brown appears this season as Giovanna in Rigoletto and the 
Second Lady in Die Zauberflöte. She has also covered Léonor in La 

Favorite and Paula in Florencia en el Amazonas during her two seasons at HGO. This spring, 
she will cover Herodias in Salome. Past engagements include appearances as the Composer 
in Ariadne auf Naxos at Wolf Trap Opera and Ma Moss in The Tender Land at Des Moines 
Metro Opera, where she also covered Ježibaba in Rusalka. This summer, she will be an 
apprentice artist at the Santa Fe Opera, covering the role of Ježibaba. She made her New 
York City debut in 2019 at OPERA America, performing in a curated art-song recital with 
fellow HGO Studio artists. She is a graduate of Rice University (2018), SUNY Binghamton 
(2016), and Mansfield University of Pennsylvania (2013). Upper Midwest Region.

Blake Denson is a second-year master’s student at Rice University’s 
Shepherd School of Music. While at Rice, he has appeared as Elder 
McLean in Susannah and Mercurio in La Calisto. He has also worked 

with Wolf Trap Opera, where he covered Kaiser Overall in Der Kaiser von Atlantis and Pierrot 
in L’Île de Merlin. He joins the Houston Grand Opera Studio during the 2020–21 season, and 
he will also return to Wolf Trap Opera for a second season, singing the Captain in Eugene 
Onegin and covering the opera’s title character. He will also cover the role of Marcello in La 
Bohème. He earned a bachelor’s degree from the University of Kentucky School Of Music. 
Midwest Region.

Gabrielle Beteag
mezzo-soprano (lilburn, georgia)
age: 25

Lindsay Kate Brown
mezzo-soprano (waterloo, new york)
age: 28

Blake Denson
baritone (paducah, kentucky)
age: 24
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Jonah Hoskins’s past roles include Tamino in Die Zauberflöte, 
Septimius in Theodora, and Rinuccio in Gianni Schicchi at Brigham 
Young University (BYU) and Benvolio in Roméo et Juliette at Utah 

Opera. Last summer, he was a young artist at Des Moines Metro Opera, where he study-
covered the title role of Candide. He will return again this year to cover the title role of 
Platée and sing the Master of Ceremonies in The Queen of Spades. Previously, he was a 
young artist at Ohio Light Opera and attended Houston Grand Opera’s Young Artist Vocal 
Academy program. He received the Extraordinary Artistic Promise Award at the 2019 Lotte 
Lenya Competition. He is currently studying vocal performance at BYU and will graduate 
this spring with his bachelor’s degree. Rocky Mountain Region.

Jonah Hoskins
tenor (saratoga springs, utah)
age: 23

This season, Jana McIntyre sings Ännchen in Heartbeat Opera’s new 
production of Der Freischütz and the First Sister in the Santa Fe 
Opera’s workshop of Lord of Cries. She also joins the Sacramento 

Philharmonic and Opera for their Mozart Favorites concert. In recent seasons, she made 
company debuts at the Santa Fe Opera in Jenůfa and Arizona Opera in Le Nozze di Figaro, 
reprised her portrayal of the Queen of the Night in Die Zauberflöte at Opera Grand Rapids 
and Toledo Opera, and appeared at Tulsa Opera in productions of The Little Prince and 
Don Giovanni. She also covered the Fairy Godmother in Cendrillon at Lyric Opera of 
Chicago, appeared in Orfeo ed Euridice at National Sawdust, and sang Wolf’s Italienisches 
Liederbuch as part of San Francisco Opera’s Recital Series. She holds degrees from UCLA 
and Manhattan School of Music and has apprenticed with San Francisco Opera’s Merola 
Opera Program, the Santa Fe Opera, and Tulsa Opera. Midwest Region.

Jana McIntyre
soprano (santa barbara, california)
age: 28

Chasiti Lashay is a postgraduate student at the San Francisco 
Conservatory of Music (SFCM), where she earned her master’s 
degree in 2019. She completed her bachelor’s degree at Tuskegee 

University in 2014. This year, she will be a young artist at Chautauqua Opera, where she will 
appear as Marla in the educational-outreach opera Bear Hug and cover the roles of Angel 
More and Henrietta M. in The Mother of Us All and Annu in Thumbprint. She also recently 
sang the Prima Donna in the prologue of Ariadne auf Naxos at SFCM. She has sung the 
title role of Suor Angelica, covered the Countess in Le Nozze di Figaro, and performed the 
following partial roles: Mimì in La Bohème, Desdemona in Otello, Cleopatra in Antony and 
Cleopatra, Mother Marie in Dialogues of the Carmelites, Blanche in A Streetcar Named 
Desire, and the title role of Arabella. Western Region.

Chasiti Lashay
soprano (houston, texas)
age: 27
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Meet the Artists  CONTINUED

During the 2019–20 season, Alexandria Shiner returned to Washington 
National Opera’s Domingo-Cafritz Young Artist Program, where she 
sang the First Lady in Die Zauberflöte and Magda Sorel in The Consul. 

Additional season highlights include a return the Glimmerglass Festival as Ada in Die Feen, 
Verdi’s Requiem with the Quad Cities Symphony Orchestra, and Beethoven’s Symphony 
No. 9 with the National Symphony Orchestra, Canada’s Victoria Symphony, and Oregon 
Symphony. She has appeared as Kayla in the world premiere of Kamala Sankaram’s Taking 
Up Serpents, Mirra in the North American premiere of Liszt’s lost opera Sardanapalo, the 
title role of Ariadne auf Naxos at Wolf Trap Opera, the title role of Alcina in the Domingo-
Cafritz Young Artist performance at Washington National Opera, the Celestial Voice in Don 
Carlo and Berta in Il Barbiere di Siviglia at Washington National Opera, and Berta at the 
Glimmerglass Festival. Middle Atlantic Region.

Later this year, Denis Vélez will be joining Lyric Opera of Chicago’s 
Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center as a young artist. Since 
2018, she has been a member of Mexico’s National Opera Chorus 

at the Palacio de Bellas Artes in Mexico City. She has participated in master classes with 
Mexican tenors Francisco Araiza and Ramón Vargas, American tenors Joseph McClain and 
Michael Silvester, and Polish soprano Ewa Izykowska-Klosiewicz. Her repertoire includes the 
Countess and Susanna in Le Nozze di Figaro, Bastienne in Bastien und Bastienne, Adina 
in L’Elisir d’Amore, and Mimì in La Bohème. She holds a bachelor’s degree from Mexico’s 
Superior School of Music. Gulf Coast Region.

Alexandria Shiner
soprano (waterford, michigan)
age: 29

Denis Vélez
soprano (puebla, mexico)
age: 27

Xiaomeng Zhang completed his artist diploma at the Juilliard School 
and was a participant in San Francisco Opera’s 2018 Merola Opera 
Program. During the 2019–20 season, he sings Figaro in Il Barbiere di 
Siviglia at Opera Columbus, the title role of Don Giovanni at Opera 

Naples, and Silvio in Pagliacci at Pittsburgh Festival Opera. In the fall of 2020, he will join the 
International Opera Studio at Opernhaus Zürich. Previous credits include the Count in Le 
Nozze di Figaro at the Aspen Music Festival; Don Giovanni, Kuligin in Kát’a Kabanová, and 
Minskman in Flight at the Juilliard School; Belcore in L’Elisir d’Amore at City Lyric Opera; 
Tancredi in Il Combattimento di Tancredi e Clorinda with Ensemble Connect at Carnegie 
Hall; Don Giovanni in the Narnia Festival; Schaunard in La Bohème at Chautauqua Opera; 
and Don Fernando in Fidelio and Licinio in Aureliano in Palmira at Caramoor. He received 
his bachelor’s degree at Shanghai Conservatory of Music and his master’s degree from 
Manhattan School of Music. New England Region.

Xiaomeng Zhang
baritone (wenzhou, china)
age: 29
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Meet the Special Guests

this season  The National Council Auditions, La Traviata, and Tosca at the Met; Rossini’s 
Stabat Mater with the Orchestre National de France; Spontini’s La Vestale in Vienna; 
Fauré’s Requiem with the London Philharmonic Orchestra; Carmen in Rome; and concert 
appearances with the Vienna Symphony, Orchestre de la Suisse Romande, Bamberg 
Symphony, Helsinki Philharmonic Orchestra, Orchestre de Chambre de Lausanne, and 
Staatskapelle Weimar.
met appearances  Il Trittico, Tosca, Cendrillon,  Luisa Miller, La Gioconda, Faust, Roméo et 
Juliette (debut, 1998), Samson et Dalila, Turandot, La Traviata, and Carmen.
career highlights  He concluded his tenure as principal guest conductor of the Orchestre 
de Chambre de Lausanne in 2018, served as principal guest conductor of the Dresden 
Philharmonic between 2014 and 2018, and was principal guest conductor of the Frankfurter 
Opern- und Museumsorchester until 2015. Between 2002 and 2010, he was music director 
of the Vienna Radio Symphony Orchestra, and he was music director of Barcelona’s Gran 
Teatre del Liceu between 1999 and 2004. He has led performances at the Bavarian State 
Opera, Paris Opera, Vienna State Opera, Covent Garden, and in Tokyo, Frankfurt, and 
Hamburg, as well as with leading orchestras throughout Europe.

Bertrand de Billy
conductor (neuilly sur seine, france)

this season  The National Council Auditions Grand Finals Concert, Violetta in La Traviata, 
and the title role of Manon at the Met; Ophélie in Hamlet in concert at Washington 
Concert Opera; Rosina in Il Barbiere di Siviglia at the Paris Opera; the title role of Lucia 
di Lammermoor at the Bavarian State Opera; Violetta in Madrid; Carmina Burana in Paris; 
and Konstanze in Die Entführung aus dem Serail at the Glyndebourne Festival. 
met appearances  Since her 2006 debut as a Woman of Crete in Idomeneo, she has sung 
more than 125 performances of 16 roles, including Gretel in Hansel and Gretel, Sophie in 
Werther, Nannetta in Falstaff, Gilda in Rigoletto, and Susanna in Le Nozze di Figaro.
career highlights  Recent performances include Violetta at Greek National Opera and in 
Verona, Amalia in Verdi’s I Masnadieri at Savonlinna Opera Festival and La Scala, Norina 
in Don Pasquale at Pittsburgh Opera, Isabelle in Meyerbeer’s Robert le Diable in concert 
in Brussels, the title role of Rodelinda in Barcelona, and Gilda in Rome. She is a graduate 
of the Met’s Lindemann Young Artist Development Program and was the 2019 recipient of 
the Met’s Beverly Sills Artist Award, established by Agnes Varis and Karl Leichtman.

Lisette Oropesa
host (new orleans, louisiana)
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Meet the Special Guests  CONTINUED

this season  The National Council Auditions Grand Finals Concert and Don Ramiro in 
La Cenerentola at the Met, Arturo in I Puritani at the Paris Opera, Nemorino in L’Elisir 
d’Amore and Gualtiero in Il Pirata in Madrid, Don Ramiro in Zurich, Tonio in La Fille du 
Régiment in Mexico City, Rossini’s Messa di Gloria with the Orchestra dell’Accademia 
Nazionale di Santa Cecilia, Ernesto in Don Pasquale at the Salzburg Festival, Elvino in La 
Sonnambula at Deutsche Oper Berlin, and concert and recital appearances throughout 
Europe and North America.
met appearances  Tonio, Nadir in Les Pêcheurs de Perles, Idreno in Semiramide, Arturo, 
Count Almaviva in Il Barbiere di Siviglia (debut, 2011), Ernesto, Don Ramiro, and Elvino.
career highlights  Between 2007 and 2014, he was a member of the ensemble at the 
Zurich Opera, where his roles have included Nadir, Count Liebenskof in Rossini’s Il Viaggio 
a Reims, Ernesto, Fenton in Falstaff, Ferrando in Così fan tutte, and the title role of Le 
Comte Ory, among many others. Recent performances include Tonio at Covent Garden, 
Edgardo in Lucia di Lammermoor at the Bavarian State Opera, Nadir in Bilbao, Ernesto at 
the Paris Opera, and Arturo in Barcelona.

Javier Camarena
tenor (veracruz, mexico)
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From left: Camille LaBarre, Melissa Wegner,  
Carol E. Domina, and Brady Walsh

Camille LaBarre 
Chairman

Carol E. Domina 
President

Melissa Wegner 
Executive Director

Brady Walsh 
Administrator

Natalie Burrows 
Jennifer Ramirez 
Interns

Lachlan Glen*, Bénédicte Jourdois*,  
and Nate Raskin* 
Musical Preparation

Raymond Menard and Gary Dietrich 
Stage Managers  

Paula Suozzi 
Dramatic Coach 

Marian Torre and Sabrina Ziomi 
Makeup 

Tera Willis and Alexandra O’Reilly 
Hair

Casey Boyle and Nina Paradiz 
Wardrobe  

Fay Fox and Richard Termine 
Photographers 

* Graduate of the Lindemann Young  
Artist Development Program

Administration and StaffJudges

Melissa Wegner
The Metropolitan Opera;  
Executive Director, Metropolitan Opera  
National Council Auditions

Sophie de Lint
Dutch National Opera;  
Director

Ian Derrer
The Dallas Opera;  
General Director and CEO

Jonathan Friend
The Metropolitan Opera;  
Artistic Administrator

Gregory Henkel
San Francisco Opera;  
Managing Director, Artistic

Sophie Joyce
The Metropolitan Opera;  
Director, Lindemann Young  
Artist Development Program

Diane Zola
The Metropolitan Opera;  
Assistant General Manager, Artistic
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Joel Allison 
Bass-Baritone 
Central Region

Erika Baikoff 
Soprano 
Upper Midwest Region

Katherine Beck 
Mezzo-Soprano 
Rocky Mountain Region

Gabrielle Beteag 
Mezzo-Soprano 
Southeast Region

Ben Brady 
Bass-Baritone 
Western Region

Lindsay Kate Brown 
Mezzo-Soprano 
Upper Midwest Region

Claire de Monteil 
Soprano 
Middle Atlantic Region

Blake Denson 
Baritone 
Midwest Region

Katherine DeYoung 
Mezzo-Soprano 
Great Lakes Region

Cara Gabrielson 
Soprano 
Northwest Region

Jonah Hoskins 
Tenor 
Rocky Mountain Region

Courtney Johnson 
Soprano 
Eastern Region

Chasiti Lashay 
Soprano 
Western Region

Joseph Leppek 
Tenor 
Upper Midwest Region

Jana McIntyre 
Soprano 
Midwest Region

Whitney Morrison 
Soprano 
New England Region

Key’mon W. Murrah 
Countertenor 
Southeast Region

Joshua Sanders 
Tenor 
Eastern Region

Alexandria Shiner 
Soprano 
Middle Atlantic Region

Brent Michael Smith 
Bass 
Middle Atlantic Region

Denis Vélez 
Soprano 
Gulf Coast Region

Suzannah Waddington 
Soprano 
Gulf Coast Region

Xiaomeng Zhang 
Baritone 
New England Region

2020 Regional Winners
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The National Council would like to thank the 
following donors who have contributed to the 
National Finalists Fund. ($1,000 or more) 

Dr. Joan Taub Ades

Mrs. Mercedes T. Bass,  
Mercedes T. Bass Charitable Corporation

Harmar and Leslie Brereton

Theodore C. Chu

William and Pamela Craven

Carol E. and David A. Domina

Karen and Kevin Kennedy

Leona Kern

The Kurtz Family Foundation,  
in memory of Olive Jeannette Kurtz

Camille and Dennis LaBarre

Dominique Laffont

Katherine L. Simmons and  
Helmut Forteuse

Marjorie Sterns

Eva-Maria Tausig

BENEFACTORS ENDOWMENT 
CONTRIBUTIONS
The Edna Mandery Allison Vocal Scholarship 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Brissenden Fund

George and Eleanor Caulkins Endowment

Mrs. Joe Rice Dockery Fund

Dyson Foundation

Estate of Eric Gordon

Gilbert and Louise Ireland Humphrey 

Corinne M. Kennedy Endowment

Louise A. Meagher Memorial Fund

Estate of Ingvelde Rappaport

Judith Raskin Memorial Fund

Bruno Walter Memorial Endowment Fund

Kate F. Wheelan Trust

National Finalists Fund

Today’s concert serves as the final round 
of this season’s competition. Those who 
are selected as national winners are 
awarded $20,000 each, and the remaining 
national finalists receive $10,000 to 
further assist in their careers. 

The National Council is grateful to its 
donors for prizes at the national level  
and to the Tobin Endowment for the  
Mrs. Edgar Tobin Award, given to  
each first-place region winner.

$20,000 AWARDS

The Birgit Nilsson Award of 
the American-Scandinavian 
Foundation

Faith P. Geier Award

Dominique Laffont Award

Alton E. Peters Award 
metropolitan opera guild

Noreen Zimmerman Award

$10,000 AWARDS

Ellie Caulkins Award

Margaret M. Dyson Award 

Judith Raskin Award

Gail Robinson Award

Anne de Richemont  
Smithers Award

Nicole and Fernand  
Lamesch Award

Grand Finals Awards
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The National Council’s  
Education Fund provides  
grants to former first-place  
region winners to enable  
them to continue their  
musical studies. The Council  
is grateful to the following 
donors. ($250 or more)

Alan Agle
Anonymous
Susan K. Appel
Marion Batchelder
Jane C. Bergner
Sara Brewster
Eleanor N. Caulkins
Emily Cornelius
Fred Dear and Ken Garlock
Stephen Dilts
Dennis and Karen Dunn
Suzanne B. Engel 
Dr. Romana Farrington
Ron and Barabara Glass
Lynn Goldberg
Herbert Gorenstein
Dr. Veronika Grimm and Prof. John Matthews
Ms. Lily Hsieh
Richard and Joan Klein
Anne I. Lawrence
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Lightdale
Dorothy Lincoln-Smith
Peggy W. McDowell
Leonard and Sally Michaels
Leslie Paliyenko
Dr. and Mrs. Macon Phillips
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Rustin
Christine Saurel, in memory of Margaret Nicholas
Dr. and Mrs. Frank Sharbrough
Louise H. Shouse
Dr. Caroline Urvater

Education Fund
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The National Council is grateful to the nationwide network of volunteer personnel who organize 
and finance the district and regional auditions leading up to today’s Grand Finals Concert.

CENTRAL REGION
David O’Connor, Chairperson 
David Loewe, Executive Director
Bill Smith, Treasurer
Edward Reicin, Development Chair
Robert C. Marks, Membership Chair

ILLINOIS DISTRICT 
Jason Pompeii, Director

INDIANA DISTRICT
Sue Ellen Scheppke, Director

KENTUCKY DISTRICT
Cacey Nardolillo, Director
Harry Clarke, Co-Director

EASTERN REGION
AND NEW YORK DISTRICT

Stefanie Van Steelandt, Chairperson
Lara Marcon, Treasurer
Peter Agnone Ruane, Executive Committee
Tom Cannon Jr., Executive Committee
Lisa Litwin, Executive Committee

GREAT LAKES REGION
Theodore Fellenbaum, Co-Chairperson
Glen Peterson, Co-Chairperson
Barbara Wiltsie, Co-Chairperson

BUFFALO/TORONTO DISTRICT
Leah Wietig, Director
Margaret Wietig, Auditions Administrator
Maren Boot, Treasurer

MICHIGAN DISTRICT
Theodore Fellenbaum, Co-Director
Glen Peterson, Co-Director
Barbara Wiltsie, Co-Director
Megan McDonald, Auditions Coordinator
Sheu-Jane Gallagher, Treasurer

PITTSBURGH DISTRICT 
Annette Condeluci, Co-Director
Christopher Scott, Co-Director

GULF COAST REGION
Diane S. Dupin, Co-Chairperson
Melissa Gordon, Co-Chairperson
Susan Wallace, Co-Director
Dwayne Littauer, Co-Director

HOUSTON DISTRICT 
Rhonda Sweeney, Director
Richard Dickson, Singers’ Liaison
Jane Egner, Treasurer

FLORIDA DISTRICT
Swantje Knye-Levin, Director
Joan Travis, Auditions Manager 

NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT
Rebeccka Coe, Director

PUERTO RICO DISTRICT 
Ada Sofia Esteves, Director

MIDDLE ATLANTIC REGION
Eleanor M. Forrer, Co-Chairperson
Donna Wolverton, Co-Chairperson
Carol Pierson, Co-Director
Brian Boyle, Co-Director

PHILADELPHIA DISTRICT
Anne and Craig Jorgensen, Co-Directors

WASHINGTON, D.C. DISTRICT 
Brian Boyle, Director

MIDWEST REGION
Barbara and Ronald Glass, Co-Chairpersons
Mary Susman and Tom Herm, Directors

ARKANSAS DISTRICT
Martin and Melissa Thoma, Co-Directors

KANSAS CITY DISTRICT
Wilma Wilcox, Co-Director
Melinda J. Cannady, Co-Director
Jack and Jean Rosenfield, Assistant Directors

ST. LOUIS DISTRICT
Phoebe and Spencer Burke, Directors
Jeannette Huey, Assistant Director

TULSA DISTRICT
Kathleen and Len Pataki, Directors
Rusty Kidd, Assistant Director
Kelly Kirby, Assistant Director

NEW ENGLAND REGION
AND BOSTON DISTRICT

Pauline Ho Bynum, Chairperson
Barbara and John VanScoyoc, Co-Directors
Paul Hart Miller, Treasurer
Robert Eastman, Registration Chairperson

CONNECTICUT DISTRICT
Robin Valovich, Director

District and Region Officers
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NORTHWEST REGION
Clint Singley, Co-Chairperson
Brian Arbanak, Regional Auditions Director

IDAHO/MONTANA DISTRICT
Diana Livingston Friedley, Director

OREGON DISTRICT
Jutta Allen, Director

WESTERN CANADA DISTRICT
Nicolas Krusek, Director

WASHINGTON DISTRICT
Maxine Levy, Director

ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION
AND COLORADO/WYOMING DISTRICT

Stephen Dilts, Chairperson
Mary Ann Ross, Auditions Director
Barbara Bell, Treasurer
Lynn Harrington, Singer Arrangements

ARIZONA DISTRICT
Kimberley Smith, Director 
Judith Wolf, Treasurer

UTAH DISTRICT
Julie McBeth, Director
Carol and Gunter Radinger, Co-Directors

SOUTHEAST REGION
Margaret Talmadge Howell, Chairperson
Randall Romig, Auditions Director
J. Barry Schrenk, Director of Finance

GEORGIA DISTRICT
Alexis Lundy, Co-Director
Jason Meeks, Co-Director

MIDDLE/EAST TENNESSEE DISTRICT
Phyllis Driver, Co-Director
Jocelynne McCall, Co-Director

NORTH CAROLINA DISTRICT
Leslie Paliyenko, Director

SOUTH CAROLINA DISTRICT
Bettie and Van Edwards, Co-Directors

WEST TENNESSEE DISTRICT
Mary Wilson, Co-Director
Benjamin Smith, Co-Director

UPPER MIDWEST REGION 
AND MINNESOTA DISTRICT

Connie Fullmer, Co-Chairperson and  
District Director

Jimmy Longoria, Co-Chairperson and  
Finance Director

IOWA DISTRICT
Sara Compton, Co-Director
Donald Simonson, Co-Director

NEBRASKA DISTRICT
Laura Franz, Co-Director
Adrienne Dickson, Co-Director
Paul Haar, Treasurer

NORTH DAKOTA/MANITOBA DISTRICT
Royce Blackburn, Co-Director
Louise Pinkerton, Co-Director
Tiffany Ford, Treasurer

WISCONSIN DISTRICT
Lisa Hanson, Director

WESTERN REGION
Molly Siefert, Chairperson
Marianne Grant, Co-Chairperson
Eleanor Pott, Treasurer 
Fred Dear, Administrator
Elisa Justice Holdridge, Auditions Co-Director

LOS ANGELES DISTRICT
Karen Gottlieb, Co-Director
Laurel Howat, Co-Director 
Susan Malinowski, Co-Director

SAN DIEGO DISTRICT
Kate Thickstun, Director
Joan Henkelmann, Acting Co-Director
Beth Goodman, Assistant Co-Director
Karen Valentino, Treasurer

SAN FRANCISCO DISTRICT 
Khori Dastoor, Director
Jake Lake, Treasurer

District and Region Officers  CONTINUED
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These artists on the 
2019–20 season roster 
were participants in 
the National Council 
Auditions. 

SOPRANOS 
Chelsea Basler
Kathryn Bowden
Deanna Breiwick
Janai Brugger
Elizabeth Caballero
Sarah Cambridge
Jennifer Check
Tracy Cox
Ellie Dehn
Monica Dewey
Mary Dunleavy
Jacqueline Echols
Jessica Faselt
Mané Galoyan
Wendy Bryn Harmer
Leah Hawkins
Karen Chia-Ling Ho
Hei-Kyung Hong
Jeni Houser
Angela Jihee Kim
Yunuet Laguna
Dísella Lárusdóttir
Kathryn Lewek
Felicia Moore
Latonia Moore
Erin Morley
Lisette Oropesa
Toni Marie Palmertree
So Young Park
Ailyn Pérez
Susanna Phillips
Liv Redpath
Gabriella Reyes
Jennifer Rowley
Nadine Sierra

Karen Slack
Brandie Sutton
Katrina Thurman
Melinda Whittington
Amanda Woodbury
Jennifer Zetlan

MEZZO-SOPRANOS 
Jamie Barton
Elizabeth Bishop
J’Nai Bridges
Elizabeth DeShong
Eve Gigliotti
Katharine Goeldner
Denyce Graves
Megan Esther Grey
Jill Grove
Samantha Hankey
Laura Krumm
Edyta Kulczak
Maya Lahyani
Sarah Larsen
Stephanie Lauricella
Kate Lindsay
Daniela Mack
Megan Marino
Catherine Martin
MaryAnn McCormick
Sarah Mesko
Mary Phillips
Rebecca Ringle Kamarei
Aleksandra Romano
Annie Rosen
Megan Samarin
Sofia Selowsky
Carolyn Sproule
Krysty Swann
Renée Tatum
Tichina Vaughn
Cassandra Zoé Velasco
Olivia Vote
Chrystal E. Williams
Dolora Zajick
Maria Zifchak

COUNTERTENOR
Siman Chung
Anthony Roth Costanzo
Nicholas Tamagna

TENORS 
Viktor Antipenko
Paul Appleby
Frederick Ballentine
Corey Bix
Aaron Blake
David Blalock
Ben Bliss
Errin Duane Brooks
Patrick Cook
Adam Diegel
Michael Fabiano
Matthew Grills
Paul Groves
Clay Hilley
Bryan Hymel
Keith Jameson
James Kryshak
Jamez McCorkle
Brian Michael Moore
John Matthew Myers
Miles Mykkanen
Ronald Naldi
Matthew Polenzani
David Portillo
Kevin Ray
Alex Richardson
Rodell Rosel
Brenton Ryan
Mark Schowalter
Scott Scully
Diego Silvia
Tony Stevenson
Carl Tanner

BARITONES 
Michael Adams
Michael Chioldi
Mark Delavan

Alexander Birch Elliott
Norman Garrett
John Hancock
Keith Harris
Joshua Hopkins
Quinn Kelsey
Joseph Lim
Will Liverman
Elliot Madore
Donald Maxwell
Michael Todd Simpson
Reginald Smith, Jr.
Brian Vu
Hyung Yun

BASS-BARITONES 
Kyle Albertson
Joseph Barron
Patrick Carfizzi
David Crawford
Bradley Garvin
Ryan Speedo Green
Christopher Job
Brian Kontes
Eric Owens
Donovan Singletary
Michael Sumuel
Christian Van Horn
Alfred Walker

BASSES 
Richard Bernstein
Philip Cokorinos
Paul Corona
Jeremy Galyon
Oren Gradus
Patrick Guetti
Ricardo Lugo
Morris Robinson
Matthew Rose
Kevin Short
Stefan Szkafarowsky
Christian Zaremba

Alumni
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ASSISTIVE LISTENING SYSTEM AND BINOCULARS 
Wireless headsets, which work with the FM assistive listening system to amplify sound, are available at 
the coat check station on the South Concourse level before performances. Binoculars are also available 
for rental at the coat check station on the South Concourse level. The rental cost is $5. A major credit 
card or driver’s license is required as deposit.

BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED 
Large print programs are available free of charge from the ushers. Braille synopses of many operas are 
available free of charge. Please contact an usher. Tickets for no-view score desk seats may be purchased 
by calling the Metropolitan Opera Guild at 212.769.7028.

BOX OFFICE  
Monday–Saturday, 10AM–8PM; Sunday, noon–6PM. The Box Office closes at 8PM on non-performance 
evenings or on evenings with no intermission. Box Office Information: 212.362.6000.

CHECK ROOM  
On Concourse level (Founders Hall).

FIRST AID 
Doctor in attendance during performances; contact an usher for assistance.

LECTURE SERIES 
Opera-related courses, pre-performance lectures, master classes, and more are held throughout the  
performance season at the Opera Learning Center. For tickets and information, call 212.769.7028.

LOST AND FOUND 
Security office at Stage Door. Monday–Friday, 2PM–4PM; 212.799.3100, ext.  2499.

MET OPERA SHOP 
The Met Opera Shop is adjacent to the North Box Office, 212.580.4090. Open Monday–Saturday,  
10AM–final intermission; Sunday, noon–6PM. metoperashop.org

PUBLIC TELEPHONES 
Telephones with volume controls and TTY Public Telephone located in Founders Hall on the Concourse 
level.  

RESTAURANT AND REFRESHMENT FACILITIES 
The Grand Tier Restaurant features creative contemporary American cuisine, and the Revlon Bar offers 
panini, crostini, and a full service bar. Both are open two hours prior to the Metropolitan Opera curtain 
time to any Lincoln Center ticket holder for pre-curtain dining. Pre-ordered intermission dining is also 
available for Met ticket holders. For reservations please call 212.799.3400. diningatmetopera.com

RESTROOMS 
Wheelchair-accessible restrooms are on the Dress Circle, Grand Tier, Parterre, and Founders Hall levels.

SEAT CUSHIONS 
Available in the South Check Room. Major credit card or driver’s license required for deposit.

SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS 
For information contact the Metropolitan Opera Guild Education Department, 212.769.7022.

SCORE-DESK TICKET PROGRAM 
Tickets for score desk seats in the Family Circle boxes may be purchased by calling the Metropolitan 
Opera Guild at 212.769.7028. These no-view seats provide an affordable way for music students to study 
an opera’s score during a live performance.

TOUR GUIDE SERVICE 
Backstage tours of the opera house are held during the Met season on most weekdays at 3PM, and on 
select Sundays at 10:30AM and/or 1:30PM. For tickets and information, call 212.769.7028. Tours of Lincoln 
Center daily; call 212.875.5351 for availability. metguild.org/tours

WEBSITE  
metopera.org

WHEELCHAIR ACCOMMODATIONS 
Telephone 212.799.3100, ext. 2204. Wheelchair entrance at Concourse level.

The exits indicated by a red light and the sign nearest the 
seat you occupy are the shortest routes to the street. In the 
event of fire or other emergency, please do not run—walk 
to that exit.

In compliance with New York City Department of Health 
regulations, smoking is prohibited in all areas of this theater.

Patrons are reminded that, in deference to the performing 
artists and the seated audience, those who leave the 
auditorium during the performance will not be re-admitted 
while the performance is in progress.

The photographing or sound recording of any  
performance, or the possession of any device for such 
photographing or sound recording inside this theater, 
without the written permission of the management, is 
prohibited by law. Offenders may be ejected and liable  
for damages and other lawful remedies.

Use of cellular telephones and electronic devices for any 
purpose, including email and texting, is prohibited in the 
auditorium at all times. Please be sure to turn off all  
devices before entering the auditorium.

Facilities and Services


