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The Cast and Creative Team  CONTINUED

this season  Wozzeck at the Met, the world premiere of Chaya Czernowin’s Heart 
Chamber at Deutsche Oper Berlin, and the world premiere of 7 Deaths of Maria Callas at 
the Bavarian State Opera
met appearances  Lulu and The Nose (debut, 2010).
career highlights  His work includes nearly 150 productions at theaters including Paris’s 
Bastille Opera, Palais Garnier, Comédie Française, and Théâtre du Châtelet; Covent 
Garden; Brussels’s La Monnaie; Opera de Lyon; Berlin’s Staatsoper, Schaubühne, and 
Deutsches Theater; Munich’s Bavarian State Opera and Residenztheater; Stockholm’s 
Royal Dramatic Theatre; Oslo’s Det Norske Teatret; Rome Opera; Moscow’s Bolshoi 
Theatre; Beijing’s NCPA and Poly Theater; the Sydney Opera House; Dutch National 
Opera; Madrid’s Teatro Real; as well as festivals in Avignon, Aix-en-Provence, Salzburg, 
Bayreuth, and Vienna. He regularly works with directors William Kentridge, Thomas 
Ostermeier, Pierre Audi, Michael Haneke, La Fura dels Baus, and Sacha Waltz and was 
a longtime collaborator of Robert Wilson. He designed and directed Mathis Nitschke’s 
Jetzt, What Next?, and Happy Happy in Montpellier, and he created the set and lighting 
design for Ginastera’s Bomarzo in Madrid and  the 15-hour Stockhausen cycle Aus Licht 
for Amsterdam’s Holland Festival.

Urs Schönebaum
lighting designer (munich, germany)

this season  Marie in Wozzeck at the Met, Julia in Spontini’s La Vestale in Vienna, the 
Empress in Die Frau ohne Schatten at Dutch National Opera and in concert with the 
Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra, Leonore in Fidelio in concert with the Orchestre de 
Paris, Elsa in Lohengrin in Zurich, Verdi’s Requiem with the London Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Mahler’s Eighth Symphony at the Bavarian State Opera, and a Met Orchestra concert at 
Carnegie Hall.
met appearances  Vitellia in La Clemenza di Tito, Chrysothemis in Elektra, Elettra in 
Idomeneo, Elizabeth I in Maria Stuarda (debut, 2012), and Donna Anna in Don Giovanni.
career highlights  Recent performances include the title role of Norma and Leonora in Il 
Trovatore in Frankfurt, Chrysothemis at Lyric Opera of Chicago, Elsa at the Vienna State 
Opera, Leonore in Zurich, the title role of Alcina at the Santa Fe Opera, and Norma at the 
Dallas Opera and Canadian Opera Company. Between 2008 and 2013, she was a member 
of the ensemble at Oper Frankfurt.

Elza van den Heever
soprano (johannesburg, south africa)

Visit metopera.org



GIUSEPPE VERDI

LA T≤VIATA
Two extraordinary sopranos—Aleksandra Kurzak and Lisette Oropesa—
share the role of Verdi’s beloved heroine Violetta, in Michael Mayer’s 
sumptuous staging. The remarkable rotating cast also features Dmytro 
Popov, Piero Pretti, Quinn Kelsey, and Luca Salsi, with Karel Mark 
Chichon and Bertrand de Billy on the podium.

JAN 10, 14, 18 mat, 23, 26 mat, 31 FEB 3, 7, 26, 29 MAR 5, 9, 13, 19

Tickets from $25 | metopera.org

ALSO ON STAGE

MARTY SOHL / MET OPERA

fillerads_1920season.indd   14fillerads_1920season.indd   14 12/20/19   11:02 AM12/20/19   11:02 AM



52A

The Cast and Creative Team  CONTINUED

this season  Margret in Wozzeck at the Met and concert appearances with the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, and the Mormon Tabernacle Choir.
met appearances  Since her 2006 debut as Laura in Luisa Miller, she has sung 175 
performances of 19 roles, including Flosshilde in the Ring cycle, the Third Lady in The 
Magic Flute and Die Zauberflöte, the Pilgrim in Kaija Saariaho’s L’Amour de Loin, Smeaton 
in Anna Bolena, Margret, Pauline in The Queen of Spades, the Third Secretary in John 
Adams’s Nixon in China, Mavra Kuzminichna / Matryosha in War and Peace, Lola in 
Cavalleria Rusticana, and Maddalena in Rigoletto.
career highlights  Recent performances include Queen Gertrude in the world premiere 
of Poul Ruders’s The Thirteenth Child at the Santa Fe Opera and the title role of Rossini’s 
Tancredi with Teatro Nuovo. She has also appeared at the Glyndebourne Festival, Dallas 
Opera, Opera Philadelphia, Glimmerglass Festival, Gotham Chamber Opera, and in 
concert with the New York Philharmonic, Boston Symphony Orchestra, San Francisco 
Symphony, Berlin Philharmonic, and Orquesta Sinfónica Simón Bolívar, among others. She 
is a graduate of the Met’s Lindemann Young Artist Development Program.

Tamara Mumford
mezzo-soprano (sandy, utah)

this season  The title role of Wozzeck at the Met, Schubert’s Winterreise at Carnegie Hall 
and in Frankfurt, Bach’s St. Matthew Passion with the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, 
and Mahler’s Kindertotenlieder with Portugal’s Gulbenkian Orchestra.
met appearances  Since his 2002 debut as the Count in Le Nozze di Figaro, he has 
sung nearly 150 performances of nine roles, including the title roles of Don Giovanni 
and Eugene Onegin, Amfortas in Parsifal, Figaro in Il Barbiere di Siviglia, Wolfram in 
Tannhäuser, Yeletsky in The Queen of Spades, Marcello in La Bohème, and Shishkov in 
From the House of the Dead. 
career highlights  Recent performances include Don Giovanni at the Vienna State Opera; 
Amfortas, Shishkov, and Eugene Onegin at the Paris Opera; and Eugene Onegin in 
Zurich. He has also sung Rodrigo in Don Carlo in Zurich; the Count at the Vienna State 
Opera; Amfortas at the Royal Swedish Opera; Eugene Onegin at the Vienna State Opera, 
Salzburg Festival, and in Umeå, Sweden; Don Fernando in Fidelio, Don Giovanni, and 
Shishkov at La Scala; Wolfram at Staatsoper Berlin and La Scala; and the title role of Billy 
Budd in Frankfurt and Gothenburg, Sweden.

Peter Mattei
baritone (piteå, sweden)

Visit metopera.org



BLACK VOICES 
AT THE MET
All season long, the Met hosts a special exhibition that pays 
tribute to the extraordinary contributions of black artists on the 
company’s historic stage. Featuring nearly 170 archival photographs, 
newspaper clippings, costume designs, and more, Black Voices 
at the Met recounts a fascinating 120-year story showcasing the 
groundbreaking careers of such prominent singers as Marian 
Anderson, Robert McFerrin, Mattiwilda Dobbs, and Leontyne Price.

Black Voices at the Met is open now through the end of the  
2019–20 season in Founders Hall, located on the Concourse level.

TIM FITZSIMMONS / AP
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this season  The Captain in Wozzeck at the Met; Florestan in Fidelio in Chemnitz, 
Germany; Piet vom Fass in Ligeti’s Le Grand Macabre in Dresden; Mime in the Ring cycle 
at the Paris Opera; and Scrivener in Khovanshchina at Staatsoper Berlin.
met appearances  Mime (debut, 2004), the Witch in Hansel and Gretel, Herod in Salome, 
and the Captain.
career highlights  Recent performances include the Emperor in Die Frau ohne Schatten 
in concert at Switzerland’s Verbier Festival; Mime in Budapest, Dresden, Chemnitz, and 
in concert at the Edinburgh International Festival; Siegmund in Die Walküre in concert 
in Augsburg, Germany; the Witch and Mime at Covent Garden; Herod in Salome in Graz, 
Zurich, and at the Hungarian State Opera and Staatsoper Berlin; Tristan in Tristan und 
Isolde in concert with the Cleveland Orchestra; and the Captain at the Salzburg Festival. 
He has also sung Herod in Stuttgart, at the Vienna State Opera, and in concert at the 
Verbier Festival; Tristan in Gelsenkirchen, Germany; Mime at the Bayreuth Festival and in 
Barcelona and Cologne; and the Captain at Lyric Opera of Chicago, Covent Garden, the 
Paris Opera, and in Stuttgart and Madrid.

Gerhard Siegel
tenor (trostberg, germany)

this season  Andres in Wozzeck for his debut at the Met, the title role of Idomeneo at 
Staatsoper Berlin, Tichon in Kát‘a Kabanová in Rome, Nicïas in Thaïs in concert with the  
Toronto Symphony Orchestra, Britten’s Les Illuminations with the Orchestre de la Suisse 
Romand, and Mahler’s Eighth Symphony at the Hamburg International Music Festival.
career highlights  Recent performances include Tichon, Froh in Das Rheingold, Jaquino 
in Fidelio, Flamand in Capriccio, Tamino in Die Zauberflöte, Artabenes in Arne’s Artaxerxes, 
and Narraboth in Salome at Covent Garden; Jonathan in Handel’s Saul in Vienna; Fenton 
in Falstaff in concert in Paris and with the Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra; Faust in La 
Damnation de Faust at New Zealand Opera; Narraboth in concert at Switzerland’s Verbier 
Festival; and Tamino in Die Zauberflöte at Lyric Opera of Chicago. He has also appeared 
at the Salzburg Festival and Lucerne Festival; in Prague, Brussels, and Hamburg; and with 
the Berlin Philharmonic, Vienna Philharmonic, London Symphony Orchestra, Orchestra 
of the Age of Enlightenment, Scottish Chamber Orchestra, Orchestre de Paris Swedish 
Radio Symphony Orchestra, Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra, Philadelphia Orchestra, 
and Orchestra dell’Accademia Nazionale di Santa Cecilia, among others.

Andrew Staples
tenor (london, england)

The Cast and Creative Team  CONTINUED

Visit metopera.org
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The Cast and Creative Team  CONTINUED

this season  The Doctor in Wozzeck, Colline in La Bohème, Alidoro in La Cenerentola, 
and the New Year’s Eve Gala at the Met; Claggart in Billy Budd and Silva in Ernani at San 
Francisco Opera; Walter in Luisa Miller at Lyric Opera of Chicago; and Creon in Stravinsky’s 
Oedipus Rex in concert with the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra.
met appearances  Publio in La Clemenza di Tito, Colline, the title role of Mefistofele, Julio 
in Thomas Adès’s The Exterminating Angel, the Speaker in Die Zauberflöte, and Pistola 
in Falstaff (debut, 2013).
career highlights  Recent performances include Zoroastro in Handel’s Orlando at San 
Francisco Opera, Escamillo in Carmen at the Bavarian State Opera, Narbal in Les Troyens 
at the Paris Opera, Raimondo in Lucia di Lammermoor at Opera Philadelphia, the Emperor 
in Stravinsky’s The Nightingale and Other Short Fables at the Canadian Opera Company, 
and Méphistophélès in Faust at Lyric Opera of Chicago. He has also sung Melisso in 
Handel’s Alcina and Raimondo at the Santa Fe Opera, Oroveso in Norma at the Dallas 
Opera, the Four Villains in Les Contes d’Hoffmann at LA Opera, and Escamillo and Narbal 
at Lyric Opera of Chicago.

Christian Van Horn
bass-baritone (rockville centre, new york)

this season  The Drum-Major in Wozzeck at the Met; Tristan in Tristan und Isolde at the 
Royal Danish Opera; Siegmund in Die Walküre in Madrid and Lisbon, at the Icelandic 
Opera, and in concert with the Dresden Philharmonic; and the title role of Parsifal in 
Hamburg.
met appearances  Steva in Jenůfa (debut, 2003).
career highlights  Recent performances include Tristan in Brussels; Siegmund, Max in Der 
Freischütz, the title role of Lohengrin, Parsifal, and Andrey Khovansky in Khovanshchina at 
the Vienna State Opera; Florestan in Fidelio in Hamburg; and Paul Ackermann in Aufstieg 
und Fall der Stadt Mahagonny in Zurich. He has also sung the title role of Peter Grimes 
in Zurich and at Deutsche Oper Berlin; Parsifal at the Bayreuth Festival, Bavarian State 
Opera, Covent Garden,  Paris Opera,  San Francisco Opera, and in Zurich; Max at La 
Scala; Siegmund at the Bayreuth Festival and Washington National Opera; the title role 
of Wagner’s Rienzi at the Salzburg Festival; the title role of Tannhäuser at the Paris Opera; 
Lohengrin in Geneva, Madrid, and at the Dallas Opera; Florestan at Washington National 
Opera; and Sergei in Lady Macbeth of Mtsensk in Geneva, Madrid, and Brussels.

Christopher Ventris
tenor (london, england)


