an opera by Alban Berg

Belgium, World War |

For the soldier Wozzeck, nothing seems to be going right. He struggles
to provide for his family, suspects that his girlfriend may be cheating on him,
and has been having strange visions of decapitated heads, crimson mists, and
blood-red skies. Wozzeck wants to live a life of dignity—but can he find a path

to happiness before it’s too late?

Main Characters

Drum Major Doctor

Wozzeck and Marie's Son
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Wozzeck shaves the Captain, who teases him mercilessly.

YOU HAVE A CHILD, BUT
YOU’RE NOT MARRIED: YOU :
MUST HAVE LOOSE MORALS! / \ f WEPOOR PEOPLE
; )| CAN'TAFFORD TO
HAVE MORALS,
CAPTAIN.

WHEN | WALK

THROUGH THE FOREST,
| SEE A SEVERED HEAD ROLLING
ON THE GROUND.... AND
SOMETIMES THE SKY GLOWS
BLOOD-RED...

To earn some extra money, Wozzeck is participating in -
a medical study. He tries to tell the doctor about his visions.

DOCTOR, I’'VE BEEN
SEEING THINGS. ...

Wozzeck’s girlfriend, Marie, sings
a lullaby to their son. Outside their
house, a group of soldiers marches

by. Marie admires the Drum Major’s
uniform.

ABOUT YOU! | ONLY

CARE ABOUT MY EXPERI-
MENTS—WHICH | KNOW
WILL MAKE ME FAMOUS.

WHAT SHINY

BUTTONS!
=if il

WOMAN! I’LL GIVE
YOU A GIFT: TAKE
THESE EARRINGS!
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When Wozzeck sees the earrings,
he grows suspicious. Marie doesn’t tell
him about the Drum Major.

WHERE DID YOU
GET THOSE?

—

Outside in the street, the Doctor
and Captain chat about medicine.
When Wozzeck appears, they tease
him about Marie’s affair with the
Drum Major.

SHE CERTAINLY W
FLURTSWITH it

f NO!ITCANT
BE TRUE!

She denies everything, but
her anger makes him even
more suspicious.

DON’T TOUCH ME!
I’D RATHER BE
STABBED WITH
A KNIFE!

That night, in the soldiers’ barracks,
- the Drum Major teases Wozzeck.

by L Y —

HEY, WOZZECK, YOUR
GIRLFRIEND LIKES ME MORE
THAN SHE LIKES YOU.

Wozzeck confronts Marie.

IT MUST BE TRUE
AFTER ALL!
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~f LOOK HOW RED )
'\ THEMOON Is!

IT’S LIKE A KNIFE
COVERED WITH
BLOOD...

Overcome with rage
and jealousy, Wozzeck
stabs Marie. He throws
the knife into the water
and runs away.

\

A nb' =,
s

4
[

WHERE IS THE KNIFE?
WHERE IS THE KNIFE?
IT MUST BE HERE
SOMEWHERE. ..

He wades into the water, trying
to find the knife and wash the
blood off his body—only to slip

into the deep water and drow:.)

¥ LOOK HOW RED Y

THE MOON IS!

J DO YOUHEARA
STRANGE SOUND?
LIKE SOMEONE
G?

LET’S GET OUT
OF HERE!

Wozzeck and Marie’s son plays outside. A group of children
tell him his parents are dead, but he is too little to understand

and just keeps playing.
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