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Charleston, South Carolina, 1920s

The inhabitants of Catfish Row are enjoying a good-natured
game of dice when tragedy strikes: Crown, a violent dockworker, kills
a man and abandons his girlfriend, Bess, at the scene of the crime.
No one is willing to help the terrified Bess—no one, that is, except for
the kind beggar Porgy. With Porgy, Bess finds a life of stability and
love that she could never have imagined. But when Crown returns
unexpectedly to Catfish Row, Bess finds herself facing a choice that will

forever alter both her future and Porgy’s.
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i ' the vesidents of Catfish Rowb\f
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SUMMERTIME,
AND THE LIVIN'
IS EASY . ..
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Crown, a drunk, violent dockworker, |,
avvives with his 3ir|«criend, Bess.
When Crown loses a game of dice,
he accuses his opponent of ¢theating
and stabs him.
The'\ CY'OW'\ v

runs away. 4

0n|\/ one person in Catfish Row

is willing to help the abandoned Bess:

the kind, disabled beggar Poray, who

| offers her a place to live in his tiny
! home. Soon, Poray vealizes he is in

’ love i’ch Bess.
[ :

f | MIGHT NoT "\
[ HAVE much, BuT Y3}
| #AVE BESS,
AND THAT'S
ALL | NEED.

I'Mm ALL YOURS
Now, PORéyY.
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Eve\r\/one from Catfish Row }?i”ﬁ ;

g (except for Poray) goes to nearby el

HLA TN Kittiwah lsland for & piemic. The day
154 by s full of songs and 9ood cheer.
- ik

&

But as her friends ave 4
heading back to the boat, Bess sees Crown
lurking in the woods nearby. Bess is tevvified. )

&Y Leave me \
ALONE. | HAVE

A NEW LIFE Now.



Rectangle


Jifis ool [ ! j%
Bess veturns to Catfish Row and tells éf?
: Porg\/ about her fears. .

DON'T WORRY,
I'LL PROTECT
YOU—BECAUSE
| Love You!

[ PLEASE DON'T
40—IT LooKS
'/ - b DANGEROUS.
|
, WE NEED MONEY
: T0 6IVE OUR BABY
—1 s A RAPPY FUTURE.
& . -
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Everyone gathers together to |
wait out the hurvicane. As the storm

veathes its heigH: Crown entevs.

He mocks Poray. Then Clara sees

| some‘(‘)\mg aw‘pul

/| SEE JAKEs
[ BOAT uPSIDE DOWN
{ ON THE WATER!

I\ SomeoNE PLEASE

l] HELP Him! A

The -(:o”owmg mormng, Jake and Claras bodnes ave ‘(:ound n
the water. Everybody assumes that Crown has died, too.

But Crown didn't die, and
when he returns to Catfish Row
%o vetlaim Bess, Poray stabs and

kills him.

I'M BI§ AND X
STRON§—NOT

P LIKE ThAT PoRGY

FELLOW. ['LL o/
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The next movning, police ask Spovtin' Life has been
Porgy to identify Crown's body, eyeing Bess. With Porgy
but he vefuses. gone, he sees a chante to
make his move.

PorGY couLD BE A
WE'RE TAKING GONE A LONG TIME. Yol
You To JAIL— CoME WITH ME TO §
FOR CONTEMPT | NEw YoRK . . .

OF COURT. A

: At fiest, Bess vefuses— f
but, desperate, she fmall\/ : '

agrees to 3o

DON'T WORRY, BESS,
I'm coming! \
Five days later, Porgy

veturns to Catfish Row. He has
made money ?Iaying dice in prison,
and he tan't wait to shower Bess
with gifts. His friends sadly tell him
she has gone to New ‘/ov-l(. 6v-abbin3
his evuteh, Porgy declaves that he

will find Bess—whatever it takes.
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