


The Merry Widow
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The Pontevedrian Embassy, Paris

The tiny Balkan country of Pontevedro is in trouble: Strapped for cash, the
national government is teetering on the edge of bankruptcy. But Baron Mirko
Zeta, the Pontevedrian ambassador to France, has a plan to save his beloved
homeland. He knows that Hanna Glawari, a phenomenally wealthy widow
from Pontevedro, is staying in Paris, and he intends to introduce her to Count
Danilo Danilovitch, an attaché at the Pontevedrian embassy. If Hanna marries
Danilo, Baron Zeta reasons, she will return to Pontevedro with her money,
whereas if she marries a Parisian, she (and her millions) will remain in France.

What Baron Zeta hasn’t counted on is the fact that Hanna and Danilo already
know each other. Lovers in their youth, they were forced to part by Danilo’s aristo-
cratic parents, and she has resented him ever since. As for Danilo, he was left
heartbroken by their separation and has decided never to fall in love again.
But when Hanna and Danilo unexpectedly meet in the Pontevedrian embassy,
old sparks begin to ignite new fires, and soon both Hanna and Danilo find

themselves in a whirlwind of comic entanglements, diplomatic disputes, and

undying love.
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Hanna Glawari Count Danilo Danilovitch Baron Mirko Zeta
A rich young widow An attaché at the Pontevedro’s ambassador
Pontevedrian embassy in Paris

Njegus Valencienne Zeta Camille de Rosillon
Baron Zeta's assistant Baron Zeta's wife, in love A young Frenchman,
with Camille de Rosillon in love with Valencienne
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Pontevedrian embassy in Paris.

OUR EMBASSY MAY BE FANCY, BUT
PONTEVEDRO IS ALMOST BANKRUPT.
FORTUNATELY, | HAVE A PLAN: IF THE

RICH WIDOW HANNA GLAWARI MARRIES

A PONTEVEDRIAN, SHE'LL BRING HER

While Baron Zeta worries about finding
a husband for Hanna, his wife, Valencienne,
is enjoying a dalliance of her own.

| LOVE YOU, TOO, BUT

| NEED TO SEEM RESPECT-
ABLE. WE CAN'T TALK LIKE
THIS IN PUBLIC.

WELL IF I CAN'T SAY IT
TO YOU, I'LL WRITE IT!



When Hanna arrives, the men of the Pontevedrian
embassy shower her with compliments.

OH HANNA,

HOW BEAUTIFUL i 1 & THAT’S VERY SWEET. IT'D
YOU ARE! J BE EVEN SWEETER IF YOU
= WEREN'T JUST INTERESTED
IN MY MONEY.

WE'D LOVETO
GETTO KNOW
YOU BETTER.

Baron Zeta has the perfect Pontevedrian to woo Hanna:
the ladies’ man Danilo Danilovitch. Unbeknownst to Zeta,
however, Danilo and Hanna already have a history.

| BROKE UP WITH YOU
BECAUSE YOUR FAMILY
THOUGHT | WAS TOO
POOR—BUT LOOK WHO'S
\ THE RICH ONE NOw!

EVER SINCE
YOU DUMPED ME,
I'VE BEEN UNABLE
TO LOVE.




The following day, Hanna hosts a garden party
at her villa. Baron Zeta puts his plan into action.

PONTEVEDRO NEEDS
HANNA'S MONEY—
AND YOU NEED TO

MARRY HER FOR
THE SAKE OF OUR
COUNTRY.

'LLNEVER -
GET MARRIED, THEN I'LL HAVE

NOTASLONG Je @l TO GET CAMILLE
ASILIVE. LSl B\ 70 MARRY HER.

BUT CAMILLE IS
ALREADY IN LOVE WITH
AMYSTERY WOMAN ...

“ILOVE YOU!"
THISMUSTBEA ¥
MESSAGE FOR ME
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Valencienn;, meanwhile,has lost
| her fan in the garden. Hanna finds it.




When Valencienne

- ~ IF MY HUSBAND FINDS OUT
realizes her fan is gone, ABOUT OUR LOVE, I'LL BE

she is terrified that her RUINED! BUT | HAVE AN IDEA:

husband will find it.
She meets Camille in
the pavilion to talk.

TRUST ME
ON THIS ONE.

Zeta and his friends are also
on their way to the pavilion—to
discuss the mystery of the fan'’s
owner. Njegus, realizing who is
in the pavilion, gets Hanna to
take Valqncienne's place.

THE PAVILION IS
LOCKED. AND WHO \|
DO | SEE IN THERE—

CAMILLEAND. ..

MY WIFE?!

I'M IN HERE
WITH CAMILLE—
BECAUSE HE AND
| ARE ENGAGED.

HE MUST STILL
LOVE ME.

BUT | LOVE YOU,
NOT HANNA!




Danilo heads to Maxim's, one
of Paris’s wildest nightclubs,
to drink his sorrows away.




7" | SHOULD WARN YOU:
ACCORDING TO MY
LATE HUSBAND'S WILL,
IF | REMARRY, I'LL LOSE
A ALL MY MONEY.

| HEREBY DECLARE '\
MYSELF DIVORCED. HANNA,
WILL YOU MARRY ME?
WE NEED YOUR MONEY
IN PONTEVEDRO.

NOW YOU'LL KNOW
THIS ISN'T ABOUT
YOUR MONEY. WILL
YOU MARRY ME?

I LOVE YOU.

YES! AND I'M ONLY
“LOSING" MY MONEY
BECAUSE WHEN WE'RE
MARRIED, IT'LL GO
TO YOU. WE CAN LIVE
HAPPILY EVER AFTER.

| GUESS I'LL FORGIVE
VALENCIENNE. THISISA
DAY FOR LOVE, NOT ANGER.
LET’'S CELEBRATE HANNA
AND DANILO’S WEDDING!






